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PREFACE 

T  O    T  H  E 

READER. 

HE  Jir  has  i7zfeBedfome 

of  the  netghhoiiTi7zg  Nn- 

tiG7iS  with  the   Tlague^ 

a7id  fwept  away  the  a- 

ftojiijld'd  I7ihahita7its  by  thoitfa7ids  ; 

hut  771  OUT  Natio7z  it  has  had  a  dif- 

fere77t  EffeB^  it  has  certai7ily  777- 

fe^ed  otir  \j7iderfta7idi7igs :  A  Mad- 

7iefs  has  for  fo77ie  tii7ie  poffeji  the 

Englifh,  a7id  we  are  tmyi'd  Trojec-- 

A  3  tors^ 
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tors^  exceeded  the  French  in  extra- 
"vagant  Whim  fey  s^  and  parted  with 
our  Money  as  cafily^  as  if  we  had 
forgot  that  we  were  to  live;  a  day 
longer  ;  we  are  grown  falfe  as  Jews 
in  T'rading^  Turks  a72d  Italians  i7z 
Luftj  Libertines  in  Trinciple^  and 
have  more  Keligions  anmigft  tts^  and 
lefs  Sincerity^  than  the  Dutch.  T'he 
KnamJJj  Tart  of  us  are  emplofd 
at  prefent  in  gettifig  Money ;  and 
the  Thoughtkfsj  which  are  the  ma- 
jor part^  i?i  fe arching  for  fomethifig 
new  to  divert  their  Spleen :  the 
"Tales  of  Fairies^  and  Elvesy  take 
with  them^  and  the  mofi  iinproha- 
ble  things  pl'eafe  heji. 

Tfhe  Story  I  here  prefent  the  Tub- 
lick  withal^  is  very  extraordinary^ 
hut  not  quite  fo  i7icredible  as  thefe. 
This  is  an  Age  of  Wonders ^  atid  cer- 
tai?zly  we  can  doubt  of  nothi7ig  after 
what  we  have  feen  i7i  our  T)ays  : 
yet  there  is  07te  thing  i7z  the  Sto- 
ry of  MadaiTi  de  Beaumounr  very 
Jira7ige  ;  which  is,  thatfloe^  and  her 
\  UDaughter^  are  very  religious^  and 
very  virtuous^  and  that  there  were 

two 
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two  honefi  Ckrgyjnen  Uving  at  one 
time.  171  the  Lord  de  Beaumount'j 
Story ^  there  is  yet  fomething  more 
furprifing ;  which  is^  that  he  loved 
an  ahfent  Wife  fo  well,  that  he  ohfti- 
nately  reftifed  a  pretty  Lady  a  Fa- 
'votir. 

T*hefe  Cir  cum  fiances  wilU  I  fup- 
pofe,  ma\e  the 'Jntth  of  this  Story 
dotihted\  hut  fince  Men  are  grown 
twry  doubtful^  even  i7z  thofe  Lhijigs 
that  co7tcer7z  the7/i  77iofi^  III 720t give 
myfelf  77mch  trouble  to  clear  their 
doubts  about  this.  Wales  bei7ig  a 
^lace  fiot  extre77iely  populous  in  7na- 
ny  Tarts^  is  certainly  77iore  rich  i7z 
Virtue  tha7i  England,  which  is  7iow 
improved  in  Vice  07ily^  a7id  rich  in 
Foreigners^,  who  often  bring  more  ^ 
Vices  than  Ready  MQ7iey  along  with 
the77i.  He  that  would  keep  his  hi- 
tegrityj  7imji  dwell  i72  a  Cell\  and 
Belinda  had  never  bee77  fo  virttwusj 
had  fhe  not  been  bred  in  a  Cave^  and 
never  feen  a  Cottrt. 

Wales  has  produced  7nany  brave 

Men^  a77d  been  fa7/ied  for  the  tm^ 

fhaken  Loyalty  of  its  Teople  to  their 

^A  4  Tri7zcesy 
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^Princes^  and  bravery  hi  Fights 
fcor7iing  to  how  their -Necks  to  Sla- 
'very-f  or  he  conquer'^ d  \  why  may  it 
not  produce  a  Woman  'virtuous  and 
wifey  as  the  Men  are  courageous'^ 

l7i  this  Story  I  have  aim^d  at 
f  leafing^  and  at  the  [ante  tiine  en- 
couraging Virtue  i?z  my  Keaders* 
Iwijh  Men  would^  like  Belinda,  con* 
fide  i?i  Trovidence^  and  look  on 
T>eath  with  the  fame  I7idiffere7ice 
that  jhe  did*  But  I  forget  that  this 
Book  is  to  he  ptihliflf^  in  London, 
where  ahunda7tce  of  People  lit'e^ 
whofe  Anions  7mifi  perfuade  usy  that 
they  are  fo  far  fro7n  feari7ig  to  die^ 
that  they  cert ai7tly  fear  nothi77g  that 
is  to  co7ne  after  dyi7ig  ;  fo7ne  of  thefe 
not  fpeaking  good  EngliQi,  will  7ioty 
perhaps y  read  this ;  Ifloall  therefore 
refer  the7n  to  their  ow7i  Coimtries 
for  virttwus  Exa77iplesy  a7id  prefe7it 
this  Story  to  the  true-horn  EngUlli, 
a7id  Ancient  Britons,  to  who7n  Iwifli 
Iticreafe  of  Senfe  a7td'Virtuey  Tle7zty 
of  Money 'i^  good  Gover7iours^  and  e7id' 
Icfs  Trofperity. 

Penelope  Aubin. 
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Madam  <^^  B  E  A  u  M  o  u  N  T,  &:c 
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CHAP.    L 

O  T  far  from  Swa7tfe)u  a: 

Sea-Port  in  Wciles^  in  Qla- 

7mrga7zjhircj  there  dwelt 

a  Gentleman  whofe  Name 

was  Mr.  Juhelliizg ;  he  was 

defcended  of  a  good  Family,  and  had 

a  handfome  Eftate  of  about  500  /.  per 

Anmmiy  all  lying  together  in  that 

A  5  Place,, 
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Place,  on  which  he  livM  comfortably 
and  nobly,  doing  much  good  ;  a  Man 
whofe  generous  Temper,  and  good 
Senfe,  made  him  beloved  by  all  that 
knew  him :  He  had  been  once  a 
Member  of  Parliament,  traveled  in 
his  Youth,  bred  at  the  Univerfity,- 
and  in  fine,  was  a  moft  accomplifh'd 
Gentleman.  It  is  not  therefore  to  be 
doubted,  but  that  he  had  many  Op- 
portunities of  marrying,  but  he  al- 
ways declined  it,  and  feem'd,  tho 
ever  gallant  and  complaifant,  yet  in- 
different to  the  Fair  Sex;  he  was 
thirty-fix  Years  of  Age,  and  wifely 
prefer'd  a  Country  Retirement  be- 
fore noify  Courts,  and  Bufinefs ;  his 
Perfon  was  very  handfome,  and  his 
Converfation  and  Mein  perfedly  gen- 
teel and  agreeable.  This  Gentleman, 
in  the  Year  1717,  one  Evening,  in  the 
Month  of  May^  was  walking  alone 
by  the  Sea-fide  to  take  the  Air,  and 
pafling  over  fome  little  Hills,  came 
at  lafl:  to  the  Top  of  one  much  high- 
er than  the  reft,  where  ftanding  Hill 
to  view  the  lovely  Profpeft  of  the 
neighbouring    Fields     and    Valleys, 

which 
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which  were  now  all  in  their  greateft 
Pride,  adorn'd  with  lovely  Flowers, 
and  various  Greens ;  he  faw  juft  op- 
pofite  another  Hill,  and  in  the  fide  of 
it  a  Door  open,  before  which  there 
itood  a  Maid  of  fuch  exquifite  Beau- 
ty, and   Shape,    and   in  a  Habit   lb 
odd   and   uncommon,    that  he  was 
both  extremely  furprized  and  char- 
med:    he  flood  ftill,  not  daring  to 
approach    her,    left   he   fhou'd   fur- 
prize,  and   make  her   fly  from  him* 
She  feem'd  very  thoughtful,   but  at 
length,  looking  up,  (he  faw  him,  and 
immediately    retired,     fliutting    the 
Door  after  her.     He  continued   mu- 
fing  for  fome  time,  and  having  well 
obfervM  the   Place,    returned   home, 
refolding  to   go  back  thither   early 
the  next   Morning;    he   pafs'd  that 
Night  without  once  clofing  his  Eyes, 
fuch  ftrong  Impreffions  had  her  Beau- 
ty made  in  his  Soul,  that  he  thought 
of  nothing    but    the  bright  Vifion. 
Ac  break  of  day  he  rofe,  forbidding 
bis   Servants   to   attend     him,    and 
haflen'd    to   the   Hill,  from  whence 
he  defcended  into  the  Valley,  where 

be 
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he  fought  for  a  convenient  Place  to 
conceal  himfelf  at  fome  little  diftance 
ftorn  the  Cave,  refolving  to  watch 
the  opening  of  the  Door,  and  ob- 
ferve  what  paft  there.  Having  found 
a  low  Tree,  he  climbed  up  into  it, 
and  did  not  wait  long  before  he  faw  a 
proper  Lad  come  forth  with  a  Baf- 
ket  on  his  Arm;  he  went  towards 
the  Town,  as  if  he  were  going  to 
fetch  Provifions :  foon  after  a  Maid 
Servant  came  out  with  a  Broom,  and 
fwept  before  the  Door  of  the  Cave, 
dreft  in  a  Red-Petticoat,  a  Fre7tch 
Jacket  and  Coif;  and  in  fome  time 
after  flie  went  in,  he  faw  a  Lady  in 
a  rich  Night-Gou^n,  and  Nightcloths, 
fomething  in  years,  but  very  beau- 
tiful, attended  by  the  young  Virgin 
he  had  feen  the  day  before,  who 
was  dreft  in  a  cherry  colour  Silk  Pet- 
ticoat, flower'd  with  Silver,  a  white 
Sattin  Waiftcoat,  ty'd  down  the 
Breaft  with  red  and  Silver  Ribbons, 
her  Neck  was  bare,  and  her  Hair 
was  carelefly  braided,  and  tied  up 
in  green  Sattin  Ribbon :  upon  her 
Head  flie  wore  a  fine  Straw-Hat,  li- 
ned 
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ned  with  Green  and  Gold,  and  a 
Hatband  fuiting  :  fhe  appearM  to  be 
about  fourteen,  was  fair  as  T>ia7za  -, 
her  Eyes  were  black,  her  Face  oval^ 
her  Shape  incomparable ;  ftie  wore  a 
Sweetnefs  and  Modefty  in  her  Look^ 
that  would  have  charm'd  the  coldeft 
Breaft,  and  checked  the  boldeft  Lo- 
ver froin  proceeding  farther  then  he 
ought.  Their  Habits,  Speech,  and 
Mein,  fpoke  them  Perfons  of  Qua- 
lity, and  Foreigners. 

'  Come  my  dear  Child,  faid  the 
Lady^  let  us  take  a  Walk  over  the 
Hills  this  fweet  Morning,  'tis  all 
the  Diverfion  our  fad  Circumftance 
permits  us  to  take.'  ^  Why,  Madam, 
a72fwcr*d  the  fair  Belinda,  for  fo 
was  the  young  Lady  caWd^  can 
there  be  any  Plea fu res  in  the  World 
exceeding  thofe  this  fweet  Retire- 
ment gives  us  ?  How  often  have 
you  recounted  to  me  the  Miferies 
and  Dangers  that  attend  a  Life  led 
in  crowded  Cities,  and  noify  Courts: 
had  you  never  left  the  quiet  Con- 
vent for  the  World,  or  changed 
your  Virgin  State,  how  happy  had 

^  you 
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*  you  been.    Our  homely  Cell,  in- 

*  deed,  is  nothing  like  the  fplendid 

*  places  I  have  heard  you  talk  of; 
^  but  then  we  are  not  half  fo  much 
'  expofed   to  thofe  Temptations  you 

*  have  v^arnM  me  of:  nothing  I  dread 

*  but  only  this;    fhould  Providence 

*  take  you  from  me,  I  fhould  be  fo 

*  fad  and  lonely,  that  I  fear  my  Heart 

*  would  break.'  '  My  Child,  fhe  La- 
^  dy  answer'' df  our  Lives  are  in  the 

*  Almighty's  Hands,  and  we  muft 
^  ftill  fubmit ;  you  can't  be  wretched 

*  whilft  you  are  innocent,  and  I  ftill 

*  hope  your  Father  lives,  that  we 
^  fhall  meet  again,  that  we  fhall  leave 
^  this  difmal  Place,  return  to  France^ 

*  and  live  to  fee  you  happily  difpofed 

*  of  in  the  World.  'Tis  now  fourteen 
<  Years  and  fix  Months  fince  we  have 
^  lived  fecurely  in  this  lonely  Man- 
^  fion,   a  tedious  Task  to  me;  you 

^  know  I  dare  not  return  to  France  . 

*  a  fecond  time,  having  been  once 
^  betray 'd,  and  with  much  Difficul- 

*  ty  efcaped  from  my  Enemies  hands  : 

*  I  want  only  fome  faithful  Friend 

*  that  could  go  thither  for  me.'     By 

this 
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this  time  they  were  paft  on  fo  far, 
that  Mr.  Lhielling  could  hear  no 
more ;  he  came  down  from  the  Tree, 
and  followed  gently  after,  foon  over- 
took, and  thus  addrefsM  himfelf  to 
them  :  ^  Ladies,  faid  he^  be  not  fur- 
^  prized,  I  am  a  Gentleman  of  this 
^  Place,  one  who  am  able  to  ferve 

*  you,  my  Eftate  and   Heart  are  at 

*  your  Command ;  fure  I  have  been 
^  very  unfortunate  in  being  fo  long 
^  ignorant  of  my  being  near  you.  I 
^  have  overheard  your  Difcourfe,  and 

*  am  come  to  offer  myfelf  and  For- 

*  tune  to  you.'  Here  he  threw  him- 
felf at  Belinda^  Feet :  '  To  this  fair 
^  Lreature,  faid  he^  I  dedicate  the 
^  remainder  of  my  Life ;   I  and  all 

*  that's  mine  fhall  be  devoted  to  her 

*  Service.'  ^  Speak,  lovely  Maid,/^/V 

*  he^  whofe  Eyes  have  robb'd  me  of 
^  a  Heart,  may  I  prefume  to  hope  ?' 
Belijtda^  much  confufed,  look'd  firft 
on  him,  then  on  her  Mother,  remain- 
ing filent,  feized  with  a  Paffion  fhe 
had  been  a  Stranger  to  till  that 
moment :  the  Lady  well  perceiving 
it,  anfvver'd   thus  \  '  Rife,  Sir,  fmce 

'  Heaven, 


1(5        The^L  IF  E  of 

^  Heaven,     who  has  till   now    pre- 

*  fervsd  us  from  all  Difcovery,  has 

*  permitted  you  to  fee  us,  and,  as  I 
'  conjecture,  more  than  this  time,  fo 
^  that  it  would  be  in  vain  to  forbid 

*  your  coming  where  we  are  ;  I  con- 

*  fent  to  accept  the  FriendChip  which 

*  you  offer,  not  doubting  but  you  are 

*  what  you  appear,  a  Perfon  of  Birth 
^  and  Fortune.'  He  bow'd,  and  taking 
lieU7zda  by  the  hand,  faid, '  Madam, 

*  you  lliali  find  me  all  you  can  wiQi ; 
^  let  me  now  have  the  Honour  to 
^  wait  of  you  home  to  your  Cell, 
^  and  there  we  may  be  more  at  li- 
^  berty  to  talk.'  The  Ladies  confent- 
ing,  they  went  back  together  to  the 
Cave,  the  infide  of  which  was  moil 
furprizing  to  Mr.  Utielling  ;  there 
he  found  five  Rooms  fo  contrived, 
and  fo  richly  furnifli'd,  that  he  ftood 
amazed.  ^  In  the  Name  of  Wonder, 
^  faidhe-,  Ladies,  by  what  Inchant^ 

*  ment  or  Art  was  this  Place  contri- 
^  ved,  from  whence  is  this  Light 
^  conveyed  that  illuminates  it,  which 

*  feems  without  all  cover'd  o'er  with 
^  Earth,  and  is  within  fo  light  and 

*  agree- 
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agreeable?'  The  Lady  anfwerM, 
When  you  have  heard  our  Story 
you  will  be  facisfied  in  all.  At  our 
landing  on  this  Place,  we  found  a 
Cave,  or  little  Cell,  but  not  like 
what  it  now  is ;  the  Seamen  belong- 
ing to  the  Ship  that  brought  us 
here,  contrived  and  made  it  what 
you  fee ;  the  Damask  Beds,  Scru- 
tores,  and  all  the  Furniture  you  find 
here,  I  brought  with  me  from 
France :  the  Light  is  from  a  Sky- 
light on  the  top  of  the  Hill,  cove- 
red with  a  Shutter  and  Grate,  when 
w^e  think  fit  to  fhut  day  out ;  a 
Pair  of  Stairs  leads  to  it  in  the 
midft  of  the  Rooms  which  you  fee 
lie  in  a  kind  of  round  :  the  Build- 
ing is  contriv'd  an  Oval,  part  lined 
with  fome  Boards,  to  defend  the 
Damps  from  us ;  but  yet  in  Win- 
ter 'tis  no  pleafant  Dwelling.'  ^  Ma- 
dam, faid  he^  I  have  a  Seat,  and 
more  convenient  Houfe  that  fliall 
be  proud  to  receive  you,  and  I  fliall 
not  ceafe  to  importune  you,  till 
you  grace  it  with  your  Prefence; 
I  Ihall  therefore  deny  myfelf  the 

'  Plea- 
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'  Pleafure  of  flaying  with  you  long- 
er, and  fetch  my  Coach  to  bear  you 
*  thither.'     At  thefe  Words  he  took 
leave. 

When  he  was  gone,  the  old  Lady, 
looking  on  her  Daughter,  fpake  thus 
to  her ;  *  Now,  my  dear  Child,  what 
'  do  you  think.  Providence  provides 
us  here  at  laft  a  Friend ;  and,  if  I 
am  not    deceived,    a  Husband   for 
you  :   What  think  you  of  this  Gen- 
tleman?' 'Alas !  Madaiii,j??^  replfdy 
I  know  not  what  to  think,  I  with 
I  had    not    feen    him;    for    if  he 
proves  deceitful,  as  Men,  you  fay, 
often  do,  fure  I  Ihould  be  unhap- 
py.'  They  continued  this  Difcourfe, 
breakfafted,    and  before  Noon   faw 
Mr.  LluelUng  return  with  a  Coach, 
and  Servants,   to  fetch  them  to  his 
Houfe  to  dinner ;  he  wifely  left  his 
Coach  on  the  farther  Hill,  and  came 
alone    to   them :    his    Importunities 
were  fo  great,  they  could  not  refufe 
him ;  fo  flaying  only  to  drefs,  they 
went  with  him.    The  Ladies  Habits, 
tho  not  made  after  thQEngUJh  Mode, 
were  rich,  and  fuch  as  were  hardly 

ever 
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ever  feen  in  that  part  ofjfaks,  be- 
ing what  the  Lady  brought  from 
Fra7tce  with  her.  When  arrived  at 
his  Houfcj  they  were  entertained  in 
a  manner  fuiting  the  noble  Nature 
and  Hofpitality  of  the  Antient  Sr^- 
t07ts ;  nothing  was  wanting  to  fliow 
the  Mafter's  Refpeft.  How  much 
the  young  Lady  was  furpriz'd,  it  is 
^hiioft  imppflible  to  imagine,  fince 
llie  had  never  been  abroad  before,  or 
conversed  with  any  Stranger.  After 
dinner,  Mr.  JJuelUizg  carried  the 
Ladies  into  a  Drawing-Room,  where 
the  Piftures  hung  of  his  Anceftors  : 
Stately,  and  fo  furnifh'd  was  the 
Place,  it  might  have  taken  up  fome 
Hours  to  have  view'd  it  with  De- 
light. Here  Wines,  Sweetmeats,  and 
Tea^  were  placed,  and  the  Servants 
withdrawing,  he  feated  the  Ladies, 
and  himfelf,  and  then  faid,  '  Now, 
'  Madam,  addrejfmg^  himfelf  to  the 
'  Mother^  may  1,  without  offending, 

*  beg  to  know  your  Quality,  the 
^  Adventures  of  your  Life,  and  the 
^  true  Caufe  of  your  dwelling  in  the 

*  obfcure  Place  I  found  you.'   ^  Yes, 

anfwefd 
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^  anfwer'djhe^  your  Curiofity  is  juft, 
^  and  I  readily  agree  to  all  you  ask.' 
Then  fhe  began  the  Narrative  of  her 
Life  in  this  manner, 

QC)QQG)QQG)QQ(S)Q^QOQQg)QQOQ 

C  HAP.    IL 

'T  Was  born  in  Norinafzdy ;  my  Fa- 
X  ^her  being  a  French  Nobleman, 
his  Name  was  the  Count  de  Roche- 
foucmih :  my  Mother  was  an  Englijh 
Lady,  who  came  over  with  the  un- 
fortunate Queen  of  England^  Wife 
to  King  JajTies  II.  to  whom  my  Mo- 
ther's Father  was  a  loyal,  and  faith- 
ful Servant,  tho  a  Proteftant:  He 
was  a  Lord,  but  could  give  no  For- 
tune with  my  Mother,  but  her 
Beauty  and  Virtue.  My  Father  be- 
ing at  Court  at  TariSj  and  vifiting 
at  St.  Gerjuains-,  there  faw,  and  fell 
in  love  with  her,  in  the  end  marry'd, 
and  brought  her  to  his  Seat  in  i\&r- 
7nandy.  I  was  born  the  firft  Year 
of  their  Marriage,  and  by  my  Mo- 
ther fecretly  bred  up  a  Proteftant  •, 

we 
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we  talking  together  in  Englijh^  which 
fhe  taught  me  ;  for  which  reafon  I 
was  not  much  efteem'd  by  my  Fa- 
ther's Family,  when  it  came  to  be 
known. 

When  I   was  ten  Years  of  Age, 
it  pleafed  God  to  take  away  my  dear 
Mother,    whofe  Virtues  had  made 
her  dear  to  all  that  knew  her ;  but 
my  Father's  Grief  was  fuch,  that  it 
overcame  his  Reafon,  and  in  a  fhort 
time  threw  him  into  a  deep  Con- 
fumption,  of  which,  to  my  unutte- 
rable Grief,  he  died,  leaving  me,  his 
only  Child,  an  Orphan  of  but  twelve 
ydiars  of  Age,    He  left  me  a  great 
Fortune  in  Lands  and  Money,  in  the 
Cafe  of  three  Catholick  Noblemen, 
his  own  Relations,  whom  he  ftriftly 
enjoin'd   to  take  care  of  me,  jind 
never  force  my  Inclinations  in  any 
thing,  or  force  me  into  a  Convent ; 
but  no  fooner  was  he  laid   in  the 
Ground,  but  they  fhut  me  up  in  a 
Monaftery  of  Poor  Clares^  as  they  pre- 
tended to  have  me  convinced  of  my 
Errors  in  Religion,    but,  in   truth, 
with  defign  to  wrong  me  of  my  For- 
tune. 
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tuns.     Here  I  continued  a  Year,  be- 
ing very  kindly  treated  by  the  At3befs 
and  Society,  who  were  moft  of  them 
Ladies   born  of  good  Famihes,  and 
perfectly  well  bred  ;  amongft  thefe 
was  one,  whofe  Name  was  Kathe- 
vine-,  Daughter  to  Monfieur  de  Main- 
tenofiy  the  Governour  of  Nor?/iandy\ 
With  this  young  Lady  I  contrafted 
a  ftrid  Friendship ;  to  her  I  open'd 
all  the  Secrets  of  my  Heart,  and  we 
loved  fo  tenderly,  that  we  were  infe- 
parable:  we  lay  together,    and  fhe 
had  told  me  all  her  Griefs,  coufef- 
fing   ilie  had,  and  did  ftill  love,    a 
young  Gentleman  who  was  a  Colo- 
nel  and   Relation  of  her  Mother's ; 
which  coming  to  her  Father's  Know- 
ledge, who  was  related  to  the  King, 
and,  a  Man  very  ambitious,  had  lb 
offended  him,  that  he  had  fent  him 
away  to  the  Army,  and  forced  her 
into  this  Convent.     This  Lady  had 
an  only  Brother,  who  was  calPd  the 
Count    de    "Meaumoimt^     who    was 
young,  gay,  handfome,  witty  ;    and 
in  fine,  every  thing  that's  charming; 
his  Soul  was  noble,  and  full  of  Truth 

and 
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and  Honour.   This  young  Lord  came 
frequently  to  the  Grates  to  vifit  his 
Sifter,  whom  he  tenderly  loved :  by 
this  means  he  faw,  and  loved  me; 
his  Converfation  charm'd  me,  and  I 
quickly  found  I  more  than  likM  him : 
in  fine,  he  declared  his  Paffion,  and 
I  at  laft  yielded  to  fly  with,    and 
marry  him,  on  condition  that  his  Sif- 
ter fliould  go  with  me.     Nothing 
now  was  wanting  but  an  Opportu- 
nity to  effeft  our  Defign,  which  we 
did  in  a  few  days,    in  the  manner 
following:  The  Count  went  to  the 
Gardener  who  ufed  to  look  after  the 
Monaftery  Garden,  and  with  Gold 
bribed  him,  to  get  another  Key  made 
to  the  Garden  Gate,  with  which  my 
Lover  enter'd  when  he  pleafed,  con- 
cealing himfelf  in  one  of  the  Arbours 
till   my  Companion  and  I  came  to 
walk.     We  foon  agreed  on  the  Day, 
and  Hour,  when  we  fhould  efcape ; 
the  Evening  of  the  appointed  Day, 
he  brought  a  Chaife  with  fix  Horfes, 
to  a  Village  near  the  Convent,  and 
in  the  dusk  came  in  it  to  the  Garden 
Gate,  which  was  the  hour  we  ufed 

to 
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to  be  at  Vefpers :  I  and  Silter  K-athc- 
rine  feigning  ourfelves  not  well  all 
that  day,  got  leave  to  be  abfent  from 
Prayers;    this  gave  us  an  Opportu- 
nity of  getting  to  the  Count,  M^ho 
received  us  with  Tranfport :  he  car- 
ry'd  us  in  two  hours  time  to  the 
Chavalier  de  Jlancon^s  Houfe,  which 
was  twenty  Miles  off ;  there  we  a- 
lit,  and  were  received  gladly:    this 
Gentleman  was  Father  to  the  Colo- 
nel whom  Lady  Katherine  loved, 
and  therefore  was  glad  of  this  Op- 
portunity to    oblige  the   Count  de 
Scafi7munt,  hoping   it   might  be  a 
means  to  procure  his  Son's  Happi- 
nefs,  who  was  his  only  Child,  and 
whom   he    loved    exceffively :    the 
Count  having  alfo  promifed  me  to 
confent  to  his  Sifter's  Marriage,  had 
made  choice  of  this  Gentleman,  a» 
moft  proper  to  affift  us  in  this  Affair. 
Here  having  changed  our  Habits,  and 
put  on  others  which  the  Count  had 
provided  for  us,  we  were  entertained 
with  a fplendid  Supper;  after  which, 
the  Count  preft  me  in  fo  paffionate 
a  manner,  to  make  him  happy,  by 

marry- 
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marrying  hrm  that  Night,  that  I 
condefcended  to  his  Requeft,  and  the 
Chevalier's  Chaplain  made  us.  one. 
The  next  Morning  th^-  Chi vaHer  de 
Ala7zcon  fent  away  a  Servant  Exprefs 
to  the  Army^  to  give  his  Son  notice 
of  Lady  Katherine^s  Efcape,  and 
that  he  fliould  come  immediately 
Home  tjzcQgJiito  to  marry  her.  The 
Count  de  beaumount  that  Evening 
returned  home  to  fee  how  our  Flight 
was  taken,  and  how  his  Father  re- 
fented  it,  promifing  a  fpeedy  return 
to  lis ;  which  he  foon  did^  for  the 
next  morning  he  came  back,  and  ac- 
quainted me  with  all  that  had  pail:. 
^  My  Father,  faid  he^  no  fooner  faw 

*  me  enter  the  Room,  where  he  was 
^  fittingAvith  fome  Noblemen  at  Om- 

*  bre,  but  he  rofe,  looking  fiercely 
'  upon  me,  and  addreffing  himfelf  to 
^  them,  faid,  Meffieurs,  I  beg  leave 

*  to  withdraw  with  my  Son  for  a 
<  few  Minutes.    I  foUow'd  him  into 

*  his  Clofet,  where  we  no  fooner  en- 

*  ter'd,  but  he  Ihut  the  Door,  and 
^  faid  ;  Son,  I  am  highly  troubled  to 
^'  think  that  you  have  done  a  Deed 
^t."  B  ^  fo 
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^  fo  unadvifed,  fo  rail:!,  and  I  fear 
^  ruinous  to  yourfelf,  and  difguftful 
^  to  me :  are  you  marry'd  without 
^  my  Confent,  and  to  a  Heretick  ? 
'  what  will  the  King  fay  ?  Cou'd  you 
^  not  find  a  Wife  of  our  own  Faith 
'  and  Family  ?  but  you  muft  rob  a 
'  Convent  for  one  ?    Where  is  your 

*  deluded  Sifter  ?  have  you  ma-tchM 
^  her  too  ?  Alas  1  alas !  my  Son,  what 
^  Grief  and  Confufion  will  you  bring 
^  upon  us  ?  My  Surprize  was  fo  great 

*  to  fee  my  Father  fo  calm,  that  I 

*  could  fcarce  anfwer ;  but  throwing 
^  myfelf  at  his  feet,   embracing  his 

*  Knees,  I  implored  his  Pardon,  and 
'  his  Bleffing,  faying,  My  honoured 
^  Lord,  and  Father,  the  Lady  I  have 
'  marry'd,  is  our  Equal  both  in  Birth 

*  and  Fortune ;  vertuous,  young,  and 
'  wilf.  I  doubt   not,  be  every  thing 

*  you  can  defire :  let  not  her  Reli- 
^  gion,  which  is  not  a  fault  in  her, 
*-  but  ^  the  Misfortune  of  her  Educa- 

*  tion,  make  you  prejudiced  againft 
^  her,  I  fliall  foon  prevail  with  her 
^  to  be  what  I  am  ;  if  not,  cur  Chil- 
'  dren  flhall  be  bred  as  you  deilre: 

^llie 
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<  fhe  was  no  Nun,  but  wrongfully 
^  detained  there  by  her  <juardians, 
^  who  will  no  fooner  hear  who  fhe 

*  belongs  to,  but  they  w^ill  refign  her 

<  Fortune;  and  now,  my  Lord,  com- 
^  pleat  my  Happinefs,  permit  me  to 

*  bring  my  Bride  to  pay  her  Duty, 
'  and  receive  my  Sifter,  who,  both 
^  by  Promife  and  Affeftion,  is  enga- 
*ged  to  the  brave  ^/^/^^^//,  a  young 

*  Gentleman  whofe  Worth  excells  all 
^  Titles,  who  will  be  to  you  another 
'Son,  and  make  her  happy.  Rife 
'  Son,  [aid  my  Father^  I  will  endea- 
'  vour  to  be  eafy.  At  thefe  Words 
'  he  took  me  up,  and  opening  tlie 
Vdoor,  returnM  to  the  Company,  I 
*follov/ing;  he  laid  nothing  of  my 
'  Marriage  to  them  :  in  the  morning 

*  I  pay'd  my  Duty  to  him  in  his 
'  Chamber,  and  told  him  I  was  going 
^  to  fetch  you  to  him  ;  he  bid  me  go.' 
This  News  overjoyM  us  all,  and  the 
Chevalier,  mj'^i'A.Qv  Katheri?2ej  the 
Count  de  Beati7MGU7ity  and  I,  taking 
Coach;  went  to  the  Caftle,  where 
my  Father  in-law  received  us  with 
fuch  Goodnefs,  and  with  an  Air  fo 

B  2  obliging. 
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obliging,  that  I  was  amazed :  an 
Apartment  was  immediately  aflign'd 
me,  the  fame  my  Mother-in-law  had 
in  her  Life-time.  Our  Wedding  was 
kept  as  became  our  Quality,  and  in 
few  days  I  had  the  Satisraftion  to 
fee  my  dear  Sifter,  whom  I  tenderly 
loved,  made  happy  as  rayfelf,  being 
marryM  to  the  Colonel,  who  being 
come  Poft  to  his  Father's,  was  by 
him  brought  to  us,  and  marry'd  in 
my  Father's  Prefence  with  full  Con- 
fent.  And  now  we  appeared  to  be 
the  happieft  Family  in  the  World  : 
my  Guardians  no  fooner  heard  of 
my  Marriage,  but  they  waited  on 
my  Father  and  Husband,  and  in  few 
days  delivered  my  Fortune  into  their 
hands. 

For  fome  Months  my  Father  trea- 
ted me  with  all  the  Kindnefs  imagi- 
nable; when  it  beganto  bewhifper'd 
that  I  was  with  Child  :  then  my  Sif- 
ter began  to  importune  me,  when  we 
were  alone,  to  change  my  Religion, 
which  I  evaded  to  anfwer  to,  as  much 
as  poffible,  beginning  to  fufpeft  that 
fhe  was  put  upon  fo  doing,  and  this 

made 


Madam  de  Beaumount.  29 

made  me  very  thoughtful,  and  ap- 
prehenfive  of  fome  Misfortune. 

One  Morning  my  Father-in-law 
enterM  my  Chamber,  and  with  a 
very  ferious  Air  began  to  talk  to  me 
in  this  manner :  '  Daughter,  I  have 

*  been  very  indulgent  to  you,  and  do 

*  now  affure  you  that  I  love  you  ex- 

*  tremely,  of  which  I  can  give  you 
'  no  better  Proof  than  what  I  am 
^  going  to  propofe  to  you :  You  have 
^  been  bred  in  an  Error,  and  your 
^  Religion  is  falfe;   I  have  provided 

*  thofe  that  fhall  inftrud  you  in  the 

*  Truth,  and  1  exped  that  you  hear- 

*  ken  to  them,  and  embrace  it ;  and 

*  if  you  mean  to  live  happy,  and  be 
^  dear  to  me,  you  muft  be  a  'Koman 

*  Catholick,  otherwife  the  King  has  - 
^  commanded  me  to  part  my  Son  and 

*  you/  I  have  faid  enough,  I  hope, 
^  to  convince  you  that  it  is  abfolute- 

*  ly  necelTary  that  you  comply  with 

*  my  Defires/  At  thefe  Words  he 
went  out  of  my  Chamber,  leaving 
me  in  great  Confufion  and  Diforder, 
At  this  Inftant  my  dear  Lord  came  in 
from  walking  in  the  Park,  and  was 

B  g  much 
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much  furprized  to  find  me  in  Tears ; 
he  clafpM  me  in  his  Arms,  and  pref- 
fed  me  earnefiiy  to  tell  him  what 
was  the  caufe  of  my  Grief.  Forbear, 
my  Deareftj  faid  I,  do  not  ask  many 
Qaertions^  we  muft  be  parted,  and 
be  wretched,  the  King  will  not  per- 
mit you  to  carefs  a  poor  Orphan,  and 
lleep  in  the  Arms  of  a  Heretick ;  I 
muft  change  my  Faith,  or  lofe  all 
that  is  dear  to  me  upon  the  Earth : 
Hard  choice!  He  wiped  away  my 
Tears,  kifsM  and  comforted  me  all 
he  was  able,  ufing  all  his  Eloquence 
to  perfuade  me  to  comply ;  and  I 
muft  confefs  it  was  more  difficult  to 
me  to  refufe  him,  than  all  the  World  ; 
not  Racks,  nor  Flames,  could  move 
my  Soul,  fo  much  as  one  of  thofs 
tender  things  he  faid  to  me  :  and  now 
I  was  daily  vifited  by  learned  Priefts, 
and  fuch  who,  as  Relations  or  Friends, 
thought  themfelves  obliged  to  affift 
m  my  Converfion  ;  but  having  been 
educated  in  an  intire  Abhorrence  of 
the  Church  of  Ro?/ie^  I  gave  little 
heed  to  their  Arguments,  and  refol- 
ved  to  continue  firm  to  the  Opinion 
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I  had  been  bred  in,  which  they  foon 
difcovered,  and  took  my  Silence  for 
Obftinacy :  with  which,  acquainting 
my  Father,  they  fo  wrought  w^ith 
him,  that  he  grew  to  hate  me,  and 
believed  nothing  could  be  done  with 
me  whilft  my  Lord  was  prefent :  he 
therefore  refolved  to  part  us,  hoping 
by  this  means  to  fliock  myP^efolution, 
and  make  me  yield  to  his  Defires.  In 
order  to  this,  he  procures  a  Commif- 
fion  for. a  Regiment  of  Horfe  for  the 
Count  his  Son,  with  a  Letter  from 
the  King,  commanding  him  to  re- 
pair to  his  Command  immediately: 
this  his  Father  deUverV]  to  him,  tel- 
ling him  withal!,  that  he  had  provi- 
ded him  an  Equipage,  and  all  things 
fuiting  his  Quality,  and  that  he  muft 
not  fail  to  be  ready  by  the  next 
morning  to  be  gone. 

Tiiis  News  was,  as  you  may  ima- 
gine, like  a  Sentence  of  Death  to  us 
both  :  as  for  my  part,  fearing  to  de» 
dare  my  Grief,  left  it  fliould  en- 
creafe  the  Count's,  I  remained  filent, 
and  reftrainM  all  but  my  Tears,  which 
flow'd  iacedantly.  This  fight  fo  mo- 
B  4  ved 
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ved  my  Lord,  that  at  laft  he  refolv'd 
to  expofe  himfelf  both  to  the  King's 
^nd  his  Father's  Difpleafure,  rather 
than  leave  me  ;  but  upon  Refleftion, 
I  dreaded  the  Confequence  fo  much, 
of  fo  rafli  an  Aftion,  that  I  propofed 
an  Expedient :  ^  My  dear  Lord,  fa/d 
/,  my  Mother's  Brother  in  Englandy 

the  Lord^ will  no  doubt  gladly 

receive  and  take  care  of  me  ;  fend 
me  thither,   with  part  of  our  For- 
tune, there  I  (hall  enjoy  my  Reli- 
gion without  Moleftation,  and  be 
fafe  from  all  my  Enemies,  till  you 
return ;  which  Heaven  grant  may 
be  foon,  and  to  both  our  Comforts.' 
This  Propofal  he  with  much  Reluc- 
tance agreed  to,  and  the  next  morn- 
ing told  his  Father  that  he   could 
not   confent    to  part  thence    under 
feven  days,  in  which  time  he  wou'd 
take  care  to  remove  me  out  oiFra7ice^ 
being  fully  determined  not  to  leave 
me  in  my  Enemies  power ;    which 
the  old  Lord  was  forced  to  yield  to, 
finding  it  was  in  vain  to  oppofe  him, 
and  being  glad  that  we  fhould  be  fe- 
pa rated  fo  far  afunder.     The  Count 

de 


Madam  de  Beaumount.  jj 

de  beaumount  was  refolved  to  fee 
France  no  more  till  his  Father  died, 
defigfiing  that  I  fhould  go  to  meet 
him  in  Flanders^  by  the  way  o^ Hoi- 
land'i  fo  foon  as  I  fhould  have  lain- 
in  ;  he  therefore  calPd  in  all  the  Rea- 
dy-Money he  could  raife,  which  he 
turned  all  into  Gold,  and  borrowed 
fome  of  his  Friends,  giving  me  Jew- 
els and  Money,  to  the  value  of  fifty 
thoufand  Crowns :  he  hired  a  VefTel 
at  St.  MaId*Sj  putting  aboard  of  it  all 
the  rich  Furniture  of  my  Apartment, 
and  all  my  Clothes  and  Linnen ;  and 
at  laft  my  Sifter  and  he  brought  me 
aboard,  my  Father-in-law  having  firfl: 
took  leave  of  me,  and  again  made  me 
large  Offers,  if  I  would  turn  Catho- 
lick,  and  ftay  in  France-^  \v\\id\  I 
modeftly  rejefted  ;  and  the  Wind  be- 
ing fair,  in  this  fatal  Veffel  my  dear 
Lord  and  I  took  leave  of  each  other. 
And  firft  I  embraced  niy  dear  Sifter, 
who  took  our  Separation  fo  heavily, 
that  I  believe  it  haften'd  her  Death, 
which  happened  not  long  after  ;  and 
then  my  Lord,  with  Eyes  full  of 
Tears,  took  me  in  his  Arms,  where 
B  5  he 
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he  held  me  fome  time  before  he  was 
able  to  fpeak^  then  faid,  '  Farevvel, 
^  my  dear  ^elinda^  may  Guardian 
'  Angels  guard  you,  and  the  dear 
^  Pledge  you  carry  with  you ;  may 
^  God  defend  you  from  the  Danger 
^  of  the  Sea,  and  bring  you  fafe  to 
^  Land,  and  to  my  Arms  again ; 
^  judge  by  yourfelf  what  Pangs  I  feely 
^  and  fpare  to  torture  me  by  faying 
^  more.'  I  couid  not  anfwer  him  one 
word,  but  fainted  in  his  Arms  :  my 
Sifter  urged  him  to  be  gone,  faying, 
it  would  be  wifer  to  depart,  than 
continue  thetragick  Scene;  which  he 
would  not  do  till  I  revivM,  and  then 
I  faintly  laid,  '  My  Lord,  farewel, 
^  remember  we  are  Chriftians,  born 
^  to  parr,  let  us  as  fueh  fupport  our 

*  AfFiiftions,  and  live  in  hope  to  meet 

*  again,  li  not  here,  yet  in  Heaven ; 
^  FareweL'  He  repeated  his  Embra- 
ces, and  at  length  yielded  to  go* 
The  Sjiip  fet  fail  for  England',  de- 
figning  to  reach  the  Port  oi  London  \ 
but  as  we  were  at  Sea,  the  Wind 
veerM  about^  a  dreadful  Storm  arofe, 
and  with  much  Difficulty  the  ninth 

day 
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day  of  our   being  at  Sea^  we  made 
this  Point  of  Land,  and  in  the  Eve- 
ning got  afhore  near  the  Cave  where 
you  found  us :  there  we  look'd  for 
fome   Place  to  fecure  ourfelves  and 
Goods  in,  and  found.this  Cave,  which 
doubclefs  had  been  contrived  by  fome 
Hermit  in  antient  Times,  and  was 
the  Work  of  paft  Ages ;  it  Wvas  all  ru- 
inous, and  covered  over  with  Weeds, 
but  the  Seamen  foon  clean'd  and  fitted 
it  up  as  you  fee  ;  I  liked  the  Place  for 
its  Privacy,    and   refolved   to    tarry 
here  till  I  could  write  to  Londo7tj  to 
my  Uncle,  whom  I  very  well  knew 
and  loved,    he   having   been  feveral 
times  in  France  to  vifit  my  Mother, 
The  Captain  of  the   Ship  went   to 
Swanfey^  bought  Provifions,  {(^\\i  a- 
way  my  Letters,  and  in  fome  days 
we  received  an  Anfwer,  little  to  our 
Satisfaction  ;    I  trembled  when  I  o- 
pen'd  the  Seal,  feeing  the  Dh'ettion 
in  a  ftrange  Hand,  and  found  it  was 
writ  by  a  Gentleman  who  was  fome- 
thing  related,  as  it  appeared,  to  my 
Uncle;  who  receiving  my  Letter,  an- 
fwer'd  it,  iuforming   me  my  Uncle 

was 
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was  long  fince  dead  in  Scotland'^  be- 
ing forced  to  fly  Engla7id^  all  his 
Ertate  being  feized  by  the  Govern- 
ment on  account  of  his  Loyalty  to 
King  yames-i  and  carrying  on  De- 
figns  for  his  Service  •,  therefore  he  ad- 
vifed  me  to  return  to  'France-)  and 
not  venture  to  come  to  L,o7zdo72*  Up- 
on this  News,  I  refolved  to  continue 
in  the  Cave,  with  my  two  Servants, 
my  Maid,  and  a  Boy,  whom  I  had 
brought  from  France.,  Maria  having 
been  a  Servant  to  my  Mother,  and  a 
Native  of  F7tgla7id ;  the  Boy  Thilip 
was  preferred  by  my  Uncle  to  my 
Mother's  Service,  when  he  laft  vifi- 
ted  her  in  France  ;  for  which  realon 
I  always  took  care  of  thefe  Servants, 
and  thought  they  wou'd  be  moft 
proper  for  my  Service  here,  fpeaking 
the  Language. 

And  now,  in  few  days,  the  Cap- 
tain having  bought  what  he  wanted, 
and  repaired  his  VeiTel,  fet  fail  for 
Fra7ice  again,  to  give  the  Count  de 
"Beamnount  an  account  of  all  that 
had  happened  to  us ;  but,  to  my  great 
Misfortune,  the  Ship  (as  I  have  been 

fince 
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fince  informed)  foander'd  at  Sea,  fo 
that  my  Lord  could  never  be  informed 
what  was  become  of  me.  Here  I 
was  brought  to  bed  of  this  Daughter 
by  a  Country  Midwife  Philip  fetched 
from  a  Village  hard  by  ;  and  having 
in  two  Years  no  News  ?vom  France^ 
I  refolved  to  venture  back  thither 
myfelf :  fo  I  took  the  Boy  with  me, 
leaving  Maria  with  the  Child,  and 
in  a  fmall  Veflel,  which  I  found  at 
Swanfey^,  and  hired  to  carry  me  over 
to  St^  Ma'0*Sy  I  got  Paflage,  leaving 
Thilip  at  Swanfey^  to  return  back  to 
the  Cave,  he  being  only  fit  to  fetch 
Provifions,  and  what  the  Maid  and 
Child  wanted. 

At  my  landing  at  St.MaWs^  I  went 
to  a  Friend  of  my  Husband^  whofe 
Houfe  we  were  at,  at  my  leaving 
'France ;  there  I  got  a  Man's  Habit^ 
and  fo  difguifed,  took  a  Poft  Chaife 
for  the  Chavalier  de  AlancotH^  where 
being  fafe  arrived,  I  difcoverM  my- 
felf, and  was  receivM  with  all  De- 
monftrations  of  Friend  fhip ;  and  here 
I  learn'd  that  my  dear  Sifter  was 
dead   of  a   Fever   the    Year   I  left 

France  j 
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Fra7ice\  that  the  Count  de  "Beau- 
mou7zt^  having  the  News  of  the  Ship's 
being  loft,  and  hearing  nothing  from 
me,  came  back  from  the  Army  to 
his  Father's,  and  concluding  me  dead, 
fell  into  a  deep  Melancholy;  at  laft 
quarrelPd  with  his  Father,  refign'd 
his  Commiflion,  quitted  the  Frejzch 
Service,  and  was  gone  for  Swede7i^ 
where  he  had  obtain'd  theConrimand 
of  a  Regiment  under  the  King  o{  Swe- 
den^ who  was  engaged  in  a  War  with 
the  Czar  of  Mufcovy^  and  that, no 
News  had  been  heard  of  him  fince: 
^  This,  fajs  the  Che^i^alier^  has  fo 
'  incenfed  "your  Father-^in-law  againft 
'  you.  Madam,  whom  he  looks  upon 
^  as  the  principal  Caufe  of  this  his 

*  great  Misfortune,  in  lofing  the 
'  Comfort  of  his  Son's  Prefence,  that 

*  I  would  not  for  the  World  he  lliou'd 

*  find  you  here,  for  I  know  not  what 
^  his  Fairicn  would  tranfport  him  to 
^do;  I  therefore  advife  you  to  get 
^  back  to  St.  Malo's  as  foon  as  po(Ii- 
^  ble,  and  return  to  England  \  I  will 
^  (^o  all  that's  poirible  to  fend  word 

*  to  the  Count  of  your  Safety,  and 

^  the 
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^  the  Place  of  your  Refidence.'  After 
Supper  I  went  to  Bed,  much  diftrac- 
ted  in  my  Thoughts  :  the  next  morn- 
ing early,  I  fet  out  again  for  St.Ma- 
Ms ;  but  at  Noon,  entering  into  an 
Inn  to  refreCh  myfelf,  I  was  feized 
for  a  Spy,  carry 'd  before  a  Magit 
trate,  who  foon  perceivM  I  was  a 
Woman,  and,  in  fine,  knew  me,  and 
immediately  confined  me  in  his  Houfe, 
tiil  he  fent  to  Monfieur  de  Main- 
ter/on^  who  by  the  next  morning  ar- 
rived at  6Y.  Mays-f  and  coming  into 
the  Room  where  I  was,  accofted  me 
inthfis  manaer :  '  So,  Madam,  I  think 
'  myfelf  very  happy  in  feeing  you 
'  once  again  in  Fraftce-^  you  have 
^  made  me  one  of  the  moll  unfortu- 

*  nate  Fathers  m  the  World  ;  I  have 
^  by  your  means  loft  an  only  Son  :  you 
^  fled  hence  for  Coofcience,  and  I,  to 
^  fatisfy    Juiiice,    fhall   confine    you 

*  here  the  reft  of  your  days,'  He  gave 
me  no.  time  to  aafwer ;  for  I  was  pi- 
nioned, and  put  into  his  Coach,  with 
four  of  his  Servants  to  guard  me  :  nor 
did  they  fuiter  me  tp  reft,  or  eat,  for 
twenty  four  Hours,  in  which  time. 
we  ftop't  but  twice  to  change  Hor- 

fese 
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fes.  At  length  they  brought  me  to  a 
ruinous  old  Caftle,  near  the  Sea-fide^ 
where  they  left  me  in  the  hands  of  a 
Man,  whofe  grim  Afpeft  fpoke  him 
a  Goaler  j  this  Man,  his  Daughter, 
and  Wife,  were  all  that  dwelt  in  this 
difmal  Place ;  they  drove  me  up  into 
a  Room  that  was  in  the  Top  of  an 
old  Tower,  and  there  lock'd  me  in, 
like  a  wild  Beaft  in  a  Den  :  and  here 
I  fat  down  and  refietled  on  my  Con- 
dition. 

Here   Mr.  JLhielling    interrupted 
the  Lady,  faying,    ^  Madam,   thank 

*  Providence  you  are  now  here,  and 
^  at  Liberty  ;   come,  we  will   defer 

*  to  fome  other  time,  to  finifli  this 
^  difmal  Story  :  Supper  is  upon  the 

*  Table,  let  us  eat  and  forget  all  paft 
^  Sorrows,  to-morrow  I  will  beg  to 
^  hear  the  reft.'  So  prefenting  her 
his  Hand,  he  led  her  to  the  Table. 
After  Supper  the  Ladies  would  have 
taken  leave,  and  return'd  to  the 
Cave ;  but  he  fo  importunately  defi- 
red  their  ftay  there,  that  they  at 
length  confented,  and  were  lodged 
in  an  Apartment  altogether  fuitable 
to  their  Quality.  C  H  A  P^ 


Madam  de  Beaumount.  41 
CHAR    IIL 

IN  the  Morning  the  Ladies  were 
waked  by  a  Concert  of  Mufick, 
playing  under  their  Window ;  with 
which  the  young  Lady  was  much  de- 
lighted, having  never  heard  any  thing 
fo  charming,  or  of  that  nature  before. 
^  Madam,  faidjhe^  what  an  agreea- 
^  ble  Part  of  the  World  are  we  come 
^  into?  why  did  you  not  fooner  bring 
^  me  into  Company?  what  a  ravifhing 
^  thing  is  Society  ?  for  Heaven's  fake 
^  do  not  return  to  our  unwholefome 

*  lonely  Cave.  We  want  not  a  For- 
^  tune  to  pay  for  all  the  Conveni- 

*  ences  of  Life,  why  fhouM  we  fly 

*  Company  ?    we  are  in   a  Nation 

*  where  you  have  no  Enemies  to  fear.' 
The  old  Lady  fmiled,  faying,  '  Alas ! 
^  my  Child,  you  little  know  what 
'  you  have  to  fear,  and  what  mighty 

*  Cares  attend  a    marry'd  Life ;  tho 

*  I  hope  God  will,  in  pity  to  my  Suf- 
^  ferings,  make  you  happy,  and  grant 

*  you 
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^  you  a  long  Series  of  Years  free  from 
^  Misfortunes.'  At  thefe  Words  a 
Maid  Servant  enteiM  the  Ciiamber 
with  Maria^  v/ho  was  come  to  at- 
tend her  Ladies,  and  to  inform  them 
that  MwLluelling  begg'd  the  Honour 
of  their  Company  to  Breakfaft :  they 
drefs'd,  and  went  down  into  a  Par- 
lour they  had  not  feen  the  day  before ; 
and  here  th^'L^Ay ^emwiotmt  was  fur- 
prized  with  the  fight  of  her  Mother's 
Picture,  amongft  many  others,  which 
were  all  drawn  by  the  hands  of  cele- 
brated Matters  ;  '  My  God,  faidjloe^ 
^  how  came  this  lovely  Pidure  here  ? 

*  Alas  !  my  dear  Mother,  little  did  I 
^  think  ever  to  fee  that  Face  again  P 
'hA^.Lhielli^zgy  interrupting  her-^faid^ 
'  Madam,  that  Lady  was  by  my  Fa- 

*  ther  courted,  and  beloved  lo  dearly, 

*  that  when  flie  left  'E7tgla7id^  he 
^  feemM  to  have  loil  all  he  valued, 
^  fell  fick,  and  foon  after  died  ;   my 

*  Mother  having  left  him  a  Widower, 
'  dying  in  Child-birth  of  me,  whom 

*  he  left  an  Orphan  about  three  Years 
^  o:d.  This  melancholy  Account  I  have 
'  had  of  his  Death,  but  little  thought 
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I  fhou'd  have  feen  a  Daughter  of 
that  Lady's,  or  (liared  my  Fathers 
IncIinationSj  in  loving  one  defcended 
from  her.  Fair  Selmda^  /aid  he-^ 
'Hirnijig  to  the  young  Lady-,  do  not 
by  a  cruel  Abfence  from  me,  kill  me 
too.'  Selmda  blufh'd  :  ^  Believe 
.me,  [aid  her  Mother^  fbe  is  much 
inclined  to  ftay  with  you  ;  and  if 
all  your  Anions  correfpond  with 
what  we  have  already  feen,  I  fliall 
never  defire  to  take  her  from  you.' 

At  thefe  words  he  bowM,  faying; 
May  I  be  hated  by  Heaven  and  you, 
and  may  flie  fcorn  me,  when  I  ceafe 
to  love,  to  honour,  and  take  care  of 
you  and  her.  Madam,  till  now,  I 
never  loved,  my  Heart  has  been  in- 
different to  all  the  Sex;  but  from 
the  moment  I  firft  look'd  on  that 
Angel's  Face,  where  fo  much  Inno- 
cence and  Beauty  fhines,  I  have  not 
asked  a  Blefling  in  which  fhe  was 
not  comprehended  ;  make  her  mine, 
and   I  have  all  I   wifh  on  Earth.' 

Here  Tea,   Chocolate,   and   Coffee, 

was  brought  in,  fo  they  turnM  the 

Difcourfe. 

After 
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After  Breakfaft  they  walked  into 
the  Gardens,  and  being  come  to  a 
lovely  Banquetting-Houfe,  they  went 
into  it,  and  fat  down.  Here  Mr. 
ZjliielUfig  import un'd  the  Lady  to 
finifh  the  Story  of  her  Misfortunes: 

*  Madam,  faid  he^  I  left  you  in  a 

*  difmal  Place  laft  night,  pray  glad 
^  me  with  an  Account  of  your  Deli- 

*  verance  thence.'  I  will,  faid  fhe;  fo 
continued  her  Relation  in  this  man- 


ner. 
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BEING  left,  as  I  before  told 
you,  imprifon'd,  and  all  alone, 
faint,  hungry,  and  bereft  of  all  Com- 
fort, I  did,  as  mofl:  People  do,  when 
their  own  Prudence  can  help  them 
no  farther;  lookM  up  to  God,  whofe 
Power  can  never  be  limited,  and 
from  whom  only  I  could  expedl  my 
Deliverance :  lifting  up  my  Hands,  I 
cry'd,  ^  Now,  my  God,  help  me;  I 
^  am  perfectly  refign'd  to  thy  Will, 

*  accept 
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^  accept  my  Submiffion,  encreafe  my 
^  Faith  and  Patience,  in  proportion  to 
'  the  Evils  thou  haft  decreed  me  to 
^  fuffer ;  be  to  me  Food,  Liberty,  and 
^  a  Husband  ;    and  to  my  Child  a 
*  Father  and  Mother.'    Here  a  Flood 
of  Tears   interrupted,  I  could   fpeak 
no  more  •,  after  which  I  grew  calm, 
found  my  Faith  encreafe,  my  Fears 
abate,  and  my  Soul  feemM  armM  for 
all  Events.    Thus,  Sir,  I  experienced 
that  great  Truth,  That  we  have  no- 
thing more  to  do,  to  be  happy  and  fe- 
cure  from  all  theMiferies  of  Life,  but 
to  refign  our  Wills  to  the  DivineBeing; 
nor  does  Providence  ever  appear  more 
confpicuoufly  than  on  fuch  Occafions. 
I  fell  foon    into  a  fweet    Slumber, 
which  in  few  Hours  fo  refrefh'd  me, 
that  I  awoke  a  new  Creature.  About 
ten  in   the  Evening,    the  Wife  and 
Daughter  of  my  Goaler  came   into 
the  Room,  bringing  me  fome  four 
Sider  to  drink,  and  a  piece  of  Bread  : 
a  poor   Repaft,  alas!   after  fuch  a 
Fatigue  as  I  had  undergone !   but  I 
took  it  chearfuUy,    and   thankfully. 
The  Women  feem'd  to  compaflioiiate 


me, 
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me,   and  after  an   Hour's  Difcourfe; 
they  both  wept  with  me  ;   they  were 
Perfcns  of  mean  Capacities  and  Edu- 
cation, but  were  not  altogether  void 
of  Good-Nature  and  Humanity.  Here 
I  remain'd  for  two  long  Years,  and 
was  delivered  by  a  ftrange  Accident : 
My  Food  being  very  mean,  and  my 
Grief  great,  I  foon  fell  into  a  lan- 
guifliing    Sicknefs ;    at    length    the 
good  Woman  informed  her  Husband, 
that  flie    believed   me  near  Death, 
and  therefore  thought  it   concerned 
their  Confciences  to  fetch  a  Prieft  to 
me ;    which   he   confenting  to,    the 
Daughter  was  fent  for  a  Fryar,  who 
was  Curate  of  the  Parifli.   The  good 
Man,  whofe  Out-fide  was  mean,  as 
his  Infide  was  rich,  foon  cam.e  ;  but 
believe   rne,  Sir,  his   Underftanding 
and  Gopdnefs  was  fuch,  that  it  might 
juftly  have  preferr'd  him  to  a  Mitre; 
his  Name  was  Father  "Bejieditl'-,   he 
was  the  Son  of  a  Lord,  and  had  re- 
fufed  all  Dignities,  purely  out  of  his 
great  Humility,  for  which  reafon  he 
chofe  to  live  in  this  obfcure  Place. 
He  approached  me  \\Ai\\  fuch  Compaf- 

fion 
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fion  in  his  Looks,  as  encouraged  me 
to  hear  him  without  Prejudice  :  I 
was  then  fo  weak  I  could  not  rife ;  he 
ask'd  me  many  Qijeftions,  how  I 
came  there,  why  I  was  thus  confi- 
ned ;  and  being  truly  inform'd  of  all, 
fpoke  of  my  Father-in-law  with  much 
Diflike:    '  God  forbid,  [aid  he-^  our 

*  Faith  Piiould  be  propagated  by  fuch 
^  deteflable  Means  as  thefe;  Madam, 

*  I  am  fenHble  of  your  Wrongs,  and 
^  will  deliver  you,  or  die  in  the  At- 
'  tempt.'  He  never  urged  me  far- 
ther as  to  my  Religion,  but  advi- 
fing  me  to  Secrecy,  not  thinking  the 
Women  proper  to  repofe  Confidence 
in  ;  he  came  every  day  to  vifit  me, 
bringing  in  his  Bofom  Wine  and  Meat 
to  comfort  and  strengthen  me,  which, 
with  the  reviving  Hopes  of  Liberty, 
fooa  rellored  me  to  Health  :  and  nov/ 
he  rtudy'd  how  to  compleat  his  good 
Work,  by  getting  me  thence,  which 
he  thus  effeded  :  He  came  to  me  one 
afiernoon,  bringing  another  Brother 
ot  his  Order  with  him,  who  had  a 
double  Habit  on ;  in  this  religious 
Difguife  1  drefs'd  myfelf,  and  Father 
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Se//edi£i  going  into  the  Room  where 
the  Coaler's  Wife  and  Daughter  were 
fitting,  who,  at  his  coming,  as  ufual, 
left  my  Chamber;  he  held  them  in 
difcourfe  whilft  Father  Anthofzy  and 
I  went  down,  and  pall  the  Gate  by 
my  Goaler,  who  civilly  bid  us  Good- 
night. I  was  conducted  by  this  good 
Father  to  a  little  Hermitage  on  the 
top  of  a  Hill  near  the  Convent  he 
belonged  to :  Father  Be^iediii  came 
foon  after  to  us,  and  here  we  conful- 
ted  what  to  do ;  they  agreed  that  I 
Ihould  ftay  there  for  fome  days  con- 
cealed, that  then  Father  Afithofzy 
fhould  go  with  m.e  to  Grandml-,  from 
whence  he  lliould  fend  me  to  Ezig- 
lazzdj  that  being  a  Sea-Port  lefs  fre- 
quented, and  confequently  lefs  dan- 
gerous for  me,  i\i2in  St.  Halo's.  Iftay'd 
in  this  Hermitage  five  days,  they 
bringing  me  Food :  no  Search  was 
made  after  me,  becaufe  the  Goaler 
fearing  to  be  ruined,  when  they  mifl: 
me,  went  away  to  Monfieur  de  Maizi- 
tezzon^  and  told  him  I  was  dead  of  a 
Spotted  Fever,  and  they  were  for- 
ced to  dig  a  Grave,  and  throw  me 

into 
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into  it  the  fame  Night,  for  fear  of 
Infedion;  of  which  News  he  was 
very  glad,  and  Chriftian  Burial  be- 
ing not  allow'd  to  Hereticks,  he  did 
not  regret  the  manner  of  my  Burial, 
but  rewarded  the  Goaler,  who  re- 
turned joyful  to  his  miferable  Home. 
The  good  Father  Anthony  and  I,  fet 
out  for  Gra7zdmU\  my  Cowle  and 
Frock,  with  a  long  pair  of  Beads  ty^d 
to  my  Hempen  Girdle,  made  me  ap- 
pear a  perfeft  Capuchin :   We  arri- 
ved fafe  at  a  Convent,  where,  being 
refrelh'd,  we  went  to  the  Port;  there 
we  found  a  Guer7ifey  Ship  juft  ready 
to  depart  for  South amptoft  \  and  here 
the  good  Frieft,  to  compleat  his  Ge- 
nerofity,  gave  me  a  Purfe  of  Gold  to 
pay  for  my  PafTage^  and  afTift  me  to 
get  to  my  home :  he  gave  me  many 
Bleffings  at  parting,   and  I  returned 
him  innumerable  Thanks,  promifing 
ever  to  pray  for  him  and  Father  S^- 
nediB-,    which  I  am  bound  to  do. 
I  arrived  in  'E^ighnd  on  the  17th  of 
March^  1707-8?  and  from  Southajup- 
tonl^ivQd  Horfes  and  a  Guide  to  this 
Place;   at  the  Poft-Houfe,  I  parted 
C  with 
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with  and  difcharged  the  Man  and 
Hories,  and  walked  to  my  dear  Cave, 
where  my  Child  and  Servants  recei- 
ved me  with  fuch  Tranfport,  as  if  I 
had  been  rifen  from  the  Dead  :  and 
here  I  refolved  to  ftay  the  remainder 
of  my  days,  unlefs  Providence,  by 
fome  Miracle,  reftores  my  dear  Lord 
to  me,  of  whom  I  have  never  been 
able  to  get  any  Tidings,  not  daring 
to  return  to  France  again.  *  Madam, 
'  afifwefd  Mr^  Lluelling,  I  will  be 
^  the  Perfon  who  fhall  do  you  that 
'  Service,  be  pleafed  only  to  confent 
^  to  remain  in  my  Houfe,  where  you 
^  are  from  this  day  Miftrefs;  fend  for 
^  your  Furniture  from  the  Cave,  and 
*  make  this,  which  is  far  more  com- 
^  modious,  your  Abode,  and  I  will 
^  forthwith  to  Fraizce^  to  learn  all 
'that  is  poflible  of  your  Lord.'  The 
Ladies  accepted  with  Joy  his  Offer, 
and  now  he  pafs'd  fome  Days  agreea- 
bly with  them,  whilft  all  things  were 
getting  ready  for  his  departure  to 
'France,  In  this  time  he  lludy'd  both 
how  to  divert  them,  and  fecurelthe 
young  Lady^s  Heart,  with  whom  he 

long'd 
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long'd  to  talk  in  private,  hoping  to 
be  fatisfy'd  what  Sentiments  fhe  had 
of  him  ;  to  do  which,  he  fought 
a  fit  Opportunity. 

CHAP.     V. 

TH  E  young  Lady  was  now,  by 
the  little  God  Ctipid^  rendered 
more  thoughtful  than  ufual,  and  lo- 
ved to  retire  from  Company,  often 
frequented  the  Grove,  and  fhady 
Walks.  One  Evening,  fome  Ladies 
whom  Mr.  Lhiellmg  had  brought 
acquainted  with  his  Guefts,  were 
playing  at  Cards  with  the  Lady 
^eaumoitnt^  "Belinda  ftole  into  the 
Garden  to  walk  alone;  her  Lover, 
whofe  Eyes  v/atchM  all  her  Steps, 
foon  followed.  ^  Now,  fair  "BeltJtda-, 
^  [aid  hcy  Fate  has  given  me  the 
'  happy.  Moment   I    have    fo   long 

*  wiih'd  for ;  here  we  are  alone,  no 

*  Spys  to  overhear :  Ah  !  tell  me, 
'  charming  Maid,  what  may  I  hope? 
'  Am  I  beloved  again  ?    or   muft  I 

C  2  '  die 
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'  die  unblefs'd  ?  Tho  I  muft  be  all 
'  my  days  the  moft  unhappy  of  Man- 
^  kind,  if  you  refufe  me  that  fair 
^  Hand  ;  yet  believe  me,  lovely  Vir- 

*  gin,  I  would  not  force  your  Incli- 
^  nation  for  an  Empire,  nor  occafion 
^  you  one  moment's  Uneafinefs,  tho 

*  to  enjoy  you,  which  would  be  to  me 

*  the  greateft  Blifs  my  Soul  could 
^  know  :  fpeak,  and  let  that  charm- 
'  ing  Mouth  pronounce  my  Doom.' 
Belinda  quite  unpraftifed  in  the 
cunning  Arts  of  her  ingenious  Sex, 
her  Face  o^er-fpread  with  Blufhes, 
anfwerM,  ^  Sir,  the  Paffion  of  Love,  I 

think,  I  am  a  Stranger  to;  but  this 
I  own,  I  have  a  grateful  Senfe  of  all 
the  generous  Treatment  we  have 
received  from  you:  I  don't  diQike 
your  Perfon,  nor  difapprove  your 
Paffion,  iffincere,  but  do  not  think 
myfelf  of  years  to  chufe  a  Husband ; 
'my  Mother  muft  difpofe  of  me,  for 
£he  has  both  Wifdom  and  Experi- 
ence, 'tis  her  Commands  muft  guide 
my  Choice.'  *  Ah  !  muft  I  then, 
[aid  hey  owe  that  to  her  Commands, 
that  I  would  only  owe  to  you? 

'  Say, 
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Say,    fhould  (he  command  you  to 
receive  another  in  your  Arms,  wou'd 
you  confent  to  fee  me   wretched, 
curfing  my  Fate,  and  dying  at  your 
Feet,  and  make  another  happy  with 
my  Ruin  ?^  '  Prefs  me  no  more,  jS^ 
crfd,  you  have  urg'd  me  to  a  Point 
I  cannot  anfwer  to,'  At  thefe  words 
fhe  fainted  in  his  Arms ;    Joy  and 
Fear,  at  that  Inftant,  did  fo  divide 
his  Sou!,  he  knew  not  what  he  did  : 
he  took  her  in  his  Arms,  and  bore 
her  to  his  own  Chamber,  laid  her  on 
his  Bed,   and   there,  in  Tranfports, 
viewM  her   reviving  Beauties,    faw 
the  Rofes  return  to  her  pale  Cheeks, 
and   her  Eyes  open   to  behold   the 
Man  fhe  lov'd ;  and  here  he  gain'd  a 
Promife  from  her  to  be  his.    Here 
they  joinM  Lips  and  Hands,  for  Fate 
had  join'd  their  Hearts  before,  and 
bound  themfelves  in  facred  Vows,  to 
be  for  ever  true  to  one  another  ;  then 
lie,  reEefting  on  his  Indifcretion,  led 
her  to  her  Chamber,  where,  repeat- 
ing his  Proteftations  and  Embraces, 
he  left  her.     Full  of  Joy  he  rejoin'd 
the  Company,  where  he  appea'f'd  fo 
C  ?  gay 
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gay  and  chearful,  that  it  was  eafy  to 
imagine  fcmething  more  than  ufual 
had  happened  to  him.  In  fome  time^ 
the  Company  taking  leave,  the  Lady 
'Bemwiount  ask'd  for  her  Daughter, 
and  was  told  fiie  was  not  well  in  her 
Chamber;  thither  the  Lady  went, 
and  found  "Belifida  fo  diforder'd,  that 
fhe  was  much  furprizVl,  but  could 
not  guefs  the  Reafon,  till  Maria^  who 
had  feenfrom  the  Window  Mr,  Jy/^^ 
elUng  carry  her  in  his  Arms  into 
the  Houfe  from  the  Garden,  whif- 
perM  her  Lady,  which  fiU'd  her  with 
fuch  Sufpicions,  that  flie  was  almoft 
diftrafted ;  fhe  defired  'Belifida  to 
go  down  to  Supper,  and  take  the 
Air,  thinking  it  wifer  to  conceal  her. 
Thoughts,  than  ask  Queftions,  ho- 
ping to  difcover  by  their  Behaviour 
what  had  pafs'd.  No.fooner  did  Be- 
linda enter  the  Parlour,  where  her 
Lover  waited  their  coming  to  Supper, 
which  was  then  upon  the  Table,  but 
his  Eyes  fparkled,  and  her  Colour 
changed,  and  both  trembled  ;  at  Sup- 
per [lis  Eyes  were  continually  turn'd 
upon  her,   and  hers  caft  down ;  he 

feem'd 
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feem'd  more  tender  and  oiiicious  than 
ever,    {he  more   fliy.    After   Supper 
they  walked   into  the  Garden,   and 
here  Mr.  Lhielli/ig  thus  put  an  end 
o  the    old  Lady's  pain  :    '  Madam, 
[aid  he-f  you  are,  I  am  certain,  too 
clear-fighced,  not  to  have  obierved 
fomething  in  my  Looks  and  Beha- 
viour this  Evening,  that  muft  in- 
form you,  that  the  charming  "Belin- 
da and   I  have  had  an   Incerviev^ 
alone,  much  to  my  Satisfaction,  nor 
do  I  doubt  but  fomebody  has  whif- 
per'd  it  to  you  ah'eady;  I  faw  at 
Table  how  you  watchVl  our  Eyes 
and  Looks,  and  to  prevent  all  Suf- 
picions  that  may  ruin  our  Peace,  I 
tell  you,  Ihe   has  this  happy  Day 
made  herfelf  mine,  and  to  morrow- 
morning,  if  you  blefs  me  with  your 
Confent,  we  will  be  marryM;  for  I 
cannot  leave  V/aies   before  I  have 
fecured    my   Charmer    from    the 
Temptations  fhe  might  be  exposed 
to  in  my  Abfence,  which,  when  a 
Wife,  {he  will  be  freed  from.^  The 
old  Lady  gladly  confented,  and  the 
next  Morning  they  went  privately  in 
C  4  the 
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the  Coach  to  a  Village,  where  the 
-Ceremony  was  performM  to  the  Sa- 
tisfaction of  all  PartieSc  The  next 
day  it  was  publick  Talk,  and  Mr. 
ZjhelUng  lliow'd  his  Joy,  by  treating 
all  his  Country  Relations  and  Tenants 
for  ten  days  together  ;  all  which  time 
he  kept  open  Houfe.  In  this  Junfture 
there  came  down  from  Ij07zdo?h  ^^ 
pay  him  a  Vifit,  a  young  Gentleman 
who  was  his  Coufm-German,  and  had 
long  wifh'd  his  Death,  no  doubt,  be- 
caufe  he  was  his  Heir,  if  he  died 
without  Iffue.  This  young  Man,  Mr. 
Ijhielling  had  always  lov'd  and  bred 
up  as  his  Son,  having  bought  him 
Chambers  in  the  T'emple^  where  he, 
like  moft  Gentlemen  of  this  Age,  had 
forgot  the  noble  Principles,  and  vir- 
tuous Precepts,  he  brought  to  Town 
with  him,  and  acquir'd  all  thefafhio- 
nable  Vices  that  give  a  Man  the 
Title  of  a  fine  Gentleman  :  he  was  a 
Contemner  of  Marriage,  couM  drink, 
dilTemble,  and  deceive  to  Perfection  ; 
had  a  very  handfome  Perfon,  an  ex- 
cellent Wit,  and  was  moft  happy  in 
expreffing  his  Thoughts  elegantly: 

thefe 
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thefe  Talents  he  always  employed  in 
feducing  the  Fair,  or  engaging  the 
AfFeflion  of  his  Companions,  who 
doated  upon  him,  becaufe  he  was 
cunning  and  daring,  could  always 
lead  them  on  to  Pleafures,  or  bring 
them  nicely  off,  if  fruftrated  m  any- 
vicious  Defigns.  His  Name  was  Mr, 
Charles  Owen  Glandore :  this  Gen- 
tleman was  received  by  his  Kinfman 
wich  much  Joy  and  Affeftion  ;  he  af- 
fured  him  he  fhou'd  not  be  flighted 
or  forgotten,  tho  he  was  marry'd  ;  he 
brought  him  to  his  Lady,  recom- 
mending him  to  her  Favour.  And  now 
the  time  approachM  when  Mr.  Lh- 
ellmg  was  to  go  for  Frajzce^  all  things 
being  ready  ;  he  thought  none  more 
proper  than  his  Kinfman  (who  had 
by  this  time  gain'd  the  Lady's  Ef- 
teem)  to  take  care  of  his  Affairs  in 
his  Abfence ,  he  therefore  defired  him 
to  ftay,  till  his  Return,  with  his  Wife, 
and  Mother-in-law,  who  v/ould  by 
that  means  be  eafed  of  fome  Care  and 
Trouble  ;  and  fo  taking  leave,  in  the 
moft  tender  manner,  of  his  charming 
Bride,  he  fet  fail  for  France^  in  a 
C  5  fmaU 
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fmall  Veffel  which  he  hirM  on  pur- 
pofe  to  go  for  St.  Malo's^  and  wait 
his  -eturn,  propofing  to  be  back  in 
Jfaks  in  a  Month  or  Sis  Weeks  time. 

QG)QQQQQG)QQQQ  QQQQ(SQQ(QQ 

CHAP.     VL 

MR.  lJuelli7ig  being  now  gone, 
Mr.  Gla/idore^  his  young  Kinf- 
man,  had  the  Pleafure  of  entertain- 
ing the  Ladies,  and  frequent  Oppor- 
tunities of  being  alone  with  'Belinda  : 
his  Kinfman's  Fortune  was  all  at  his 
Command,  ajid  having  unfortunate- 
ly caft  his  Eyes  on  her,  whom  he  no 
fooner  faw,  but  he  loved  ;  he  ftrove 
to  gain  her  AfFeftion,  and  charm  her 
Vertue  afleep,  by  ail  the  Arts  imagi- 
nable: hedrefs'd  magnificently,  gave 
them  new  Diverfions  every  day,  was 
gay  and  entertaining,  ftudyM  how 
to  gratify  all  her  Wifhes ;  and  in  fine, 
was  fo  affiduous  and  tender  of  both 
the  Ladies,  that  had  Se/i/^da^s  Heart 
not  been  pre-ingaged,  he  would  cer- 
tainly have  gained  both  that  and  her 

Mo- 
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Mother's  Confent.  Being  now  grown 
intimate  and  familiar  with  both,  Se- 
Ufzda  did  not  fcruple  fometimes  to 
walk  with  him  in  the  Gardens,Grove^- 
and  Fields ;    and  when  her  Mother 
was  engaged  with  grave  Company, 
courted  thefe  Opportunities  of  flipping 
out  with  him,  whom   (he  believed 
honourable  and  virtuous  as  herfelf, 
and  loved  as  a  Brother.     He  being 
perfectly  skill'd   in  the  Arts  of  his 
fubtle  Sex,  refolved  never  to  difcover 
his  bafe  Defign  to  her,  till  he  was 
well  aiTured  (he  liked  him,  and  a  fit 
Opportunity  offer'd  in  a  Place  where 
he  might  ruin    her,   without  being 
prevented  ;  for  he  was  refolved  to  en- 
joy her,   tho  by  Force,  and   deter- 
mined to  run  all  Dangers  rather  than 
mifs  of  what  his  headftrong  Paflion 
perfuaded   him    he   could    not    live 
without.  He  knew  the  time  was  but 
fliort  before  Mr.  Lluelli/ig  wouki  re- 
turn, and  therefore  he  mull  be  quick 
in  executing  what  he   defignM ;  he 
had  a  Servant  v/hom  he  had  left  in 
Town,  who  was  a  Pimp  to  all  his 
Pleafures,  a  "Fellow  who  was  wicked, 

bold,  " 
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bold,  and  in  fine,  fuch  a  one  as  was 
fit  to  carry  on  any  vitious  or  bafe 
Defign,  fecret  and  proper  for  his  vile 
Purpofe  :  him  he  fent  for  ;  lie  came 
down,  and  they  contrived  the  poor 
Selifida's  Undoing.  Ar  the  bottom 
of  the  Grove,  which  was  a  quarter 
of  a  Mile  diftant  from  the  Houfe, 
.  was  a  fine  Summer-Honfe ;  hither 
one  Evening  he  led  her,  whilft  her 
Mother  was  engaged  at  Cards  with 
fome  Ladies  who  were  come  to  vifit 
iier. 

When  "Belinda  and  he  came  to 
the  Grove,  he  perfuaded  her  to  go 
up  into  the  Summer  Houfe,  into 
which  they  were  no  fooner  entered, 
but  he  fhut  to  the  Door,  faying, 
^  Madam,  be  not  furprized,  but 
^  hearken  to    what  I   am  going  to 

*  fay,  and  anfwer  mc'  Here  he  threw 
himfelf  upon  his  Knees  ;  '  Charming 

*  BeU7ida^  [aid  he,  I  love  you,  I 
^  even  die  to  poffefs  you;  oblige  me 
^  not  to  ufe  Force,  where  I  would 
^  ufe  only  Prayers,  make  me  this 
^  moment  the  moft  tranfported,  the 
^  moft  happy  Man  alive,    or  elfe  I 

.     '  muft 
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^  muft  convey  you  to  a  Place  where 
'  I  fhall  make  you  comply,   and  per- 

*  haps  make  us  both  wretched  :  here 
^  we  can  have  Opportunities  without 
^  being  difcover'd,  and  may  enjoy 
^  one  another  without  publick  Scandal 
^  and  Noife  ;  but  if  I  take  you  hence, 
'  I  muft  live  with  you  in  Obfcurity^ 
'  and  if  we  are  difcover'd,  kill  your 
^  Husband  in  my  own  Defence  and 
^  yours;  or  dying,  leave  you  to  his 
'  Reproaches,  and  publick  Difgrace. 

*  You  are,  I  know,  with  Child,  and 
'  therefore  need  fear  no  Difcovery.' 
Here  he  drew  forth  a  Piftol ;  '  Look 

*  not  round  about,  faid  be,  for  Help, 
^  Death  ftands  between  this  Door  and 
'  him   that  dares  to  enter ;    I  have 

*  thofe  at  hand  that  make  all  fafe  for 
^  me  to  ad.'  ^elinda^  who  had  now 
no  other  Arms  but  Prayers  and 
Tears,  to  defend  her  Virtue  withal, 
threw  herfelf  at  his  Feet^  faying, 
^Oh!  cruel,  faithlefs  Man,  what  Joy 
^  can  you  receive  in  the  Ruin  of  a  Per- 
'  fon  who  can  ne'er  be  lawfully  yours? 
^  Confider  the  fadConfequenceoffuch 
[  a  Deed,  which  you  will  doiibtlefs 

*  repent 
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«  repent  of:  By  Heaven,  Pll  never  give 
^  Confent,  and  if  you  force  me  like  a 
'  Brute,  what  Satisfaftion  will  you 
'  reap?  I  (hall  then  hate  and  fcorn 

*  you,  loath  your  Embraces,  and  if  I 
^  ever  efcape  your  hands  again,  fure 
'  Vengeance  will  overtake  you ;  nay, 

*  you  fliall  drag  me  fooner  to  my 
^  Grave,  than  to  your  Bed  ;  I  will 
^  refift  to  Death,  and  curfe  you  with 
'  my  laft  Breath :    but  if  you  fpare 

*  me,  my  Prayers  and  Bleffings  {hall 
^  attend  you,  nay,  I  will  pity  and 
^  forgive  you,'  '  Vm  deaf  to  all  that 
^  you  can  plead  againft  my  Love,  he 
'  cry'dy  yield,  or  I'll  force  you  hence.' 
'  No,  fays  fie,  Fll  rather  die  ;  now, 
^  Villain*  I  will  hare  you :  help  and 
^  defend  me  Heaven.' 

Her-;  he  feized  her  Hands,  his  Man 
at  the  llime  initant  entering,  gagg'd 
and  bound  her;  then  they  bUndfolded 
her,  and  Mr.  Glandore  carry'd  her 
down,  putting  her  into  a  Coach, 
where,  drawing  up  the  Canvaffes,  he 
held  her  in  his  Lap,  whilfl:  his  Man 
drove  them  over  the  Hills  acrofs 
the  Country,  with  defign  to  reach  a 

Village 
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village  fifty  Miles  diftanr,  where  Mr. 
Glandore  had  procured  a  Place  to  re- 
ceive them ;  being  an  old  ruinous 
Caftle,  where  none  but  an  old  Man 
and  his  Family  refided,  who  fpoke 
nothing  but  Welflh  lived  on  what  was 
produced  about  the  Place,  and  never 
law  a  Market-Town,  fo  that  he 
could  keep  her  there  without  fear  of 
Difcovery.  To  be  enabled  for  this,  he 
had  taken  a  confiderable  Sum  of  Mo- 
ney of  his  Kiafman's  in  the  Coach, 
and  had  befides  fome  Fortune  of  his 
own-:  they  changM  Horfes  on  the 
Road  twice^  all  things  being  before 
provided,  cuid  cravelPd  all  night,  he 
taking  the  Impudent  Liberty  of  kifs- 
ing  her  as  he  pleafed.  About  five  in 
the  Morning  they  were  in  fight  of 
this  difmal  Place ;  here  he  ftopc 
the  Coach:  fhe  being  fwooned  away 
in  his  xlrms,  he  unbound  and  gave 
her  fome  Wine ;  but  before  he  could 
bring  her  to  herfelf,  he  faw  four  Men 
in  Vizards,  well  mounted^  coming 
up  to  the  Coach,  which  made  him 
leap  out,  to  be  upon  his  Guard:  his 
guilty  Confcience  made  him  tremble, 

for 
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for  tho  he  was  brave  on  other  Occafi- 
onSj  yet  now  he  was  not  fo ;  Heaven 
that  had  permitted  him  to  aft  this  Vil- 
lany,  ftill  protefts  Innocence,  and  had 
prepared  its  Judgments  to  overtake 
him.  Thefe  Men  were  Robbers,  who 
lived  concealed  in  thefe  defolate 
Mountains ;  they  went  to  feize  him, 
he  refifted,  his  Man  coming  down 
to  help  his  Mafter,  was  fhot  dead, 
and  in  the  Difpute  the  unfortunate 
Qla7idore  was  kiird. 

During  this  Scuffle,  the  unhappy 
^Belinda  reviv'd ;  they  dragg'd  her 
out  of  the  Coach,  which  whilfl:  they 
were  rifling,  a  Company  of  Clowns, 
w^ho  were  going  to  a  Fair,  about 
twenty  Miles  thence,  with  Horfes  to 
fell,  came  up,  at  whofe  Approach  the 
Thieves  fled.  By  thefe  honefl:  Coun- 
trymen the  Lady  was  relieved,  but 
they  could  fpeak  nothing  but  JfelJIo^ 
fo  that  fhe  could  not  make  them  un- 
derfl:and  one  word  :  one  of  them  got 
up  into  the  Coach-box,  and  drove  the 
Lady  to  his  Landlord's  Houfe,  where 
he  gave  an  Account  of  what  had  paft  : 
the  Son  of  the  Gentleman  was  at 

home, 
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home,  but  his  Father  was  elfewhere  ; 
he  was  a  very  accomplifhM  young 
Gentleman,  well  bred,  handfome, 
about  20  Years  of  Age:  he  and  his 
Father,  who  had  in  this  Place  pur- 
chafed  a  fmall  Eftate,  lived  very  pri- 
vate, for  Reafons  that  fhall  be  hear- 
after  declared :  he  was  known  by 
the  Name  oiMw Hide.  He  received 
the  young  Lady  in  a  manner  fo  court- 
ly, that  it  was  eafy  to  guefs  he  had 
been  educated  in  Palaces,  and  con- 
versed with  Princes ;  having  treated 
her  in  the  higheft  manner  with  Wine 
and  Food,  he  beggM  to  know  who 
fhe  was:  Ihe  prudently  conceal'd  her 
Name,  Family,  and  all  the  Tranfac- 
tions  of  her  Life,  telling  him  only 
that  fhe  was  coming  this  way  with 
her  Brother,  who  was  the  unfortu- 
nate Gentleman,  whom  the  Thieves 
had  kiird,  and  came  from  Swanfey^ 
to  which  Place  file  beggM  he  would 
fend  fome  of  his  Servants  back  with 
her,  and  it  would  be  the  greateft 
Favour  he  could  do  her.  This  he  pro- 
mifedtodo,  but,  alas!  the  blind  God 
had  already  wounded  his  Breaft  ;  he 

gazed 
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gazed  upon  her  with  Tranfport,  and 
refolved  not  to  part  v/ith  her  on  any 
Terms.  The  Coach  being  cleaned 
and  put  up  by  the  Servants,  they 
found  the  Sum  of  Gold  Glandore 
had  put  up  in  the  Seat,  and  honeftly 
brought  it  to  the  Lady,  who  gen- 
teelly gave  them  five  Guineas  to 
drink  :  this  Largefs,  the  Greatnefs  of 
the  Sum,  which  was  fifteen  hundred 
Pieces,  and  her  Habit,  made  MwHide 
conclude  Che  was  fome  Perfon  of 
Diftinftion ;  which  the  more  infla- 
med his  Defires  to  know  who  flie 
was*  He  entertained  her  magnificent- 
ly, but  put  off  from  day  to  day  her 
Departure^  faying  fhe  muft  ftay  till 
his  Father  came,  and  then  he  would 
wait  on  her  home  himfelf.  She  too 
well  guefsM  the  reafon  of  his  pro- 
longing her  Ifay,  and  having  fo  late- 
ly efcaped  from  the  hands  of  a  defpe- 
rate  Lover,  was  dreadfully  alarm'd 
at  this  new  Misfortune  :  he  behav'd 
himfelf  with  fuch  Modefty  and  Re- 
fpeft,  that  file  couM  not  complain, 
but  ftill  file  fear'd  it  was  like  Gla^i- 
dores  Cunning,  only  to  procure  an 

Oppor- 
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Oppoicunky  to  undo  her:  fhe  was 
Wxholiy  in  his  powers  having  none 
but  Servants  in  the  Houfe,  who  fpoke 
noching  but  Jf^Ijh ;  this  made  her  ve- 
ry reierved.  Ac  iaft  he  declared  him- 
feif  to  her,  as  they  were  fitting  toge-  '■ 
ther  after  Dinner,  the  Servants  being 
all  withdrawn  :  '  Madam,  [aid  he^ 
'Providence   that  brought  you   hi- 

*  ther,  did  it,  I  hope,  for  both  our 
'  Happinefs ;  I  no  fooner  faw  you, 
^  but  my  Soul  adored  you ;  I  am  by 
'  Birth  much  nobler  than  I  appear  to 
^  be,  our  Years  are  agreeable,  I  wiU 
^  omit  nothing  that  can   gain  your 

*  AfFeOiion,  nor  think  any  Pains  too 

*  much,  or  Time  too  long  to  obtaia 

*  you.    Charming  Fair,  why  do  you 

*  fear  and  avoid  me?  why  treat  me 

*  with  fuch  Coldnefs  and  Referve  ? 
^  Am  I  difliked,  and  muft  I  languifh^ 
'  figh,  and  beg  in  vain?  Never  can 
'  I  ceafe  to  love  you,  till  I  ceafe  to 
^  live;  permit  me  then  to  hope,  if  not, 
^I  am  refolved  to  die  a  Viftim  to 
^  your  Difdain ;  forbid  me  not  to  fol. 
^  low  you,  for  I  muft  difcbey,  I  can- 

*  not  bear  your  Abfence,  nor  confent 

'to 
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*  to  live,  and  fee  a  happy  Rival  pof- 
^  fefs  you.'  Here  be  feizM  her  Hand, 
and  in  a  great  Diforder  kifs'd  it/For- 
^  bear  Sir,  fitid  Belinda,  I  never  can 

*  be  yours,  I  am  already  marry'd,  and 
^  with  Child.'  Here  flie  related  to 
him,  how  Glandors  had  ftolen  her 
away. 

At  thefe  Words  a  death^like  Pale- 
nefs  overfpread  his  Face,  a  cold  Sweat 
trickled  down  his  Cheeks.  ^  My  God, 
fciid  he^  it  is  enough";   Madam,  I 
will  no  more   importune  you,  fear 
nothing  from  me,  Virtue  and  Ho- 
nour are  as  dear  to  me   as  you; 
fince  you  cannot  be  mine^  I  ask  no 
more,  but  that  you'll  ftay  and  fee 
me  die,  and  not  deteft  my  Memory, 
fi  nee  Vice  has  no  fhare  in  my  SouL' 
Here  he  fainted,  and  was  by  the  Ser- 
vants carry'd  to  his  Chamber:    "Be- 
Itjida  wepr,    her  Heart  was  young 
and  tender,  and  the  Honour  he  had 
fhown,  touchM  her  Soul  fo  nearly, 
that  fhe  much  lamented  his  Misfor- 
tune,  and    cou'd   noc   confent  with 
eafe  to  let  him  die ;    therefore  fhe 
llrove   with   Reafon  to  afluage  his 

Grief, 
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Grief,  and  cure  his  Paffion  :  but  in 
vain,  he  fell  into  an  intermitting  Fe- 
ver, and  grew  fo  weak,  that  he  cou'd 
not  rife  without  Help,  yet  would 
every  day  be  taken  up,  and  brought 
into  the  Parlour  where  fhe  fat.  And 
here  we  muft  leave  them,  and  return 
to  enquire  after  the  Lord  "Beaumoimt 
and  Mr.  JLluelling. 

CHAP.    VII. 

MR.  IJuelling  arrived  fafe  at 
StMalo's,  July  the  5  oth,  1 7 1 7, 
and  went,  as  the  Lady  "Beatimount 
had  direfted,  with  a  Letter  to  the  Gen- 
tleman's Houfejwhere  (he  had  been  re- 
ceived at  her  being  hi  France-,  but  he 
was  dead ;  fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  go 
thence  without  much  Information  of 
what  he  wanted.  But  it  being  now  a 
time  when  France  2in6.  England  were 
at  Peace,  he  had  nothing  to  fear  ;  he 
went  therefore  direftly  to  Cotitance, 
and  there  lodg'd  at  the  beft  Inn, 
where  he  enquired  for  the  Governour 

Mon- 
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Monfieur  de  MatJitenoji :  they  told 
him  he  was  long  fmce  dead,  but  the 
young  Marquifs,  his  Son,  was  ftill 
alive,  but  had  quitted  all  his  Employ- 
ments, being  retired  into  the  Coun- 
try. *  Is  he  a  fingle  Man  ?  faid  Mr. 
^  LhtelUng?  '  Yes,  Sir,  faid  the  Inn- 
^  Keeper^  he  is  a  Widower  for  the 
^  fecond  time,  having  bury'd  his  fe- 

*  cond  Lady  about  two  years  ago ;  he 
^  has  a  Daughter  of  his  Wife's  by  a 

*  firft  Husband,  w^ho  is  one  of  the 
'  beautifulleft  Children,  and  will  be 

*  the  greateft  Fortune  in   this  Pro- 

*  vince.' 

Mr.  Lluelling  was  impatient  to  fee 
him,  fo  ftayM  no  longer  there  than 
that  Night:  the  next  morning  he  fet 
out  with  his  two  Servants  which  he 
took  along  with  him  ivom  W^ks,  and 
arrived  that  night  at  a  Village  which 
was  about  three  Miles  jQiort  of  the 
Marquifs's  Seat :  it  being  late,  he 
ftayM  at  the  Village  that  night,  and 
the  next  morning  went  tothe'Mar- 
quifs's,  whom  it  was  no  eafy  matter 
to  fpeak  with,  for  he  was  deny'd  to 
all  Company,  but    fome    particular 

Friends. 
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Friends.  Mr.  Lluel/mg  lent  him* 
word,  by  his  Gentleman  who  was 
caird  to  him,  that  he  came  from 
jraks  exprefs,  to  bring  him  News 
of  fome  Perfons  whom  he  would  be 
much  overjoyed    to    hear  of. 

The  Marquifs  no  fooner  received 
this  Meffage,  but  he  came  down  and 
receiv'd  him  in  much  Diforder;  he 
wasdrefs'd  in  Mourning,  and  lookM 
like  a  Man  half  dead :  ^  My  Lord, 
^  faidhe^  I  doubt  not  but  I  fliall  be 
>  welcome,  fince  I  come  from  your 

*  virtuous  Lady  Belinda',  fhe  lives, 
'  has  a  Daughter,  who  is  my  Wife, 
^  to  prefent  to  you  ;  fuch  a  one,  that 

*  you  may  glory  to  be  the  Father  of.' 
Here  he  prefented  him  a  Letter  from 
his  Wife,  at  the  fight  of  which,  the 
Tears  ran  down  his  Face,  and  he 
fainted  away,  Joy  having  fo  over- 
powered his  Faculties,  that  they  loft 
their  Power  to  perform  their  Func- 
tions. Mr,  Lhiellmg  fupported  him 
till  he  recovered,  and  then  he  broke 
out  into  thefe  paiTionate  ExpreiTions  : 
^  My  God,  am  I  alive !  do  I  wake  ! 
^  can  this  be  true !   Is  my  Belinda, 

'  my 
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'  my  Joy,  my  All,  ftill  living  ?  Is  the 

*  precious  Pledge  of  our  mutual  Af- 
'  fedion  born,  and  preferved  to  this 

*  Day  :  Oh  !  mitigate  my  Tranfport, 

*  or  ftrengthen  my  Faculties!  Do  I 
^  here  find  a  Son  ?'  Here  he  emhra* 
ced  Mr.  Lluelling.  ^  Oh !  welcome, 
'  welcome,    ten    thoufand  times ;    I 

*  want  Expreffions  to  fpeak  my  Gra- 
^  titude  to  my  God  and  you.' 

Here  they  fat  down,  the  Marqutfs 
calFd  for  Wine,  and  now  Mr.  Uu- 
ellhig  related  to  him  all  the  Adven- 
tures that  had  befallen  his  Lady  fince 
their  parting :  but  when  he  related 
Monfieur  de  Mai?tteno7i"s^  cruel  U- 
fage  of  her,  the  Marquifs  wept.  ^  And 
'  now,  my  Lord,  [aid  Mr.  Lluelling, 
^  I  fliould  be  glad  to  know  your  Sto- 
^  ry,  but  we  will  defer  that  to  fome 
^  other  time;  'tis  Joy  enough  to  me 

*  that  I  find  you  here  alive.'  T^he 
Marquifs  anfwefd^  \  That^  Story 
'  will  ferve  to  entertain  us  in  our 
«  Journey  to  St.  MaUs^  and  Voyage 

*  to  Wales :  I  muft  now  order  my 
^  Affairs  to  go  thither,  for  my  Impa- 
^  tience  to  fee  my  dear  S^//W^,  and 

*  my 
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^  my  Child,  is  fuch,  that  I  can  think  of 
^  nothing  elfe.'  'Mx:.Lhielli7ig^2i'^^n- 
tertain'd  hgre  fo  magnificently,  that  he 
was  even  furprized.  The  young  Lady, 
Daughter-in-law    to  the    Marquifs, 
whole  Name  ^diSlfabclla^v^dLS  fo  beau- 
tiful and  witty,   that  Mr.  Utielling 
thought  her  equal  to  hisWite  :  fhe  was 
then  thirteen,  and  the  Marquifs  was 
very  fond  of  her,  ihe  begg'd  to  accom- 
pany her  Father,  to  fee  her  new  Mo- 
ther and  Sifter,  and  at  lait  prevailed  to 
go  with  them.   In  few  days  all  things 
were  ready  for  their  departure,  the 
Servants   were  order'd  to  repair  to 
the  Marquifs's  Seat  at  Couta/zcey  to 
be  ready  to  receive  their  Lady ;  the 
whole  Country  rang  of  this  ftrange 
Adventure :    the  Marquifs  fet   our, 
attended  by  only  two   of  his  own 
Servants,   and  Mr.  LhieUmg\  two, 
Willi  the  Lady  Ifahella^  and  herWo- 
man  :  they  arrived  at  St.  MaUs^  and 
the  next  morning  fet  fail  with  a  fair 
Wind  for  Wdes^  in  the  Veifel  that 
attended  yiv.Lhielli7ig. 

And  now  being  aboard,  he  impor- 
tuned the  Marquifs  to  relate  his  Ad- 
D  ventures 
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ventures  in  Swede 7h  which  he  wil- 
lingly condefcended  to,  and  began 
the  Narrative  of  his  Misfortunes  in 
this  manner : 

C  HAP.     VIII. 

YOU  have  heard  how,  my  Father 
and  I  quarrelling,  I  MtFrancer 
fuppofing  my  dear  Wife  dead  ;  and 
confidering  him  as  the  principal  caufe 
of  her  Death.  I  had  continued  with 
him  about  ii^  Months  before  I  refol- 
ved  to  be  gone;  I  was  fallen  into  fo 
deep  a  Melancholy,  that  I  was  re- 
gardlefs  of  every  thing,  but  fearing 
my  Death,  he  fo  importuned  me  to 
re-affume  my  ufual  Chearfulnefs  and 
Gayety,  that  at  length  he  obliged  me 
to  difcover  my  Refentments,  declare 
the  Reafons  of  my  being  uneafy  in 
his  Prefence,  and  Refolution  to  con- 
tinue no  longer  in  France.  I  had  writ 
feveral  Letters  to  my  Wife's  Uncle, 
but  receiving  no  Anfvv^er,  I  concluded 
him  alfo  dead,  and  therefore  ordered 

all 
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all  my  Affairs  to  depart  for  Sweden^ 
determining  to  feek  a  noble  Death  in 
the  Field,  under  that  glorious  Mo- 
narchj  the  laft  King  of  Swede?!.  I 
took  no  more  but  three  Servants  to 
attend  me,  having  remitted  Money 
fufficient  to  purchafe  an  Employ- 
ment, and  anfwer  my  Expences.  I 
no  fooner  arrived  at  Stockholm^  but  I 
,  obtained  the  Command  of  a  Regiment, 
and  after  having  courted  Death  in 
many  Skirmifhes  and  bloody  Battles, 
I  u^as  unfortunately  in  the  laft  that 
brave  King  fought  with  the  Czar, 
taken  Prifoner;  my  whole  Regiment, 
and  the  greateft  part  of  the  Army, 
being  deftroy'd,  I  fell  full  of  Wounds 
amongft  the  Slain:  but  upon  the 
Mufcomtes  ftripping  the  Dsad,  they 
found  fome  Signs  of  Life  in  me,  and 
judging  by  my  Habit  that  I  was 
fome  Perfon  of  Diftinftion,  they  car- 
ried me  to  a  Tent  near  the  GeneraFs, 
where  thev  drefsM  mv  Wounds,  and 
with  Cordials*  brought  me  to  the 
ufe  of  my  Reafon  again,  to  my 
great  grief.  I  continued  fo  ill  and 
weak,  for  three  Months,  that  they 
D  2  had 
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had  fmall  hopes  of  recovering  me : 
in  this  time  I  was  removed  to  a 
Town  call'd  T^oropierz^  where  the 
General  hid  a  Country-Seat.  In  this 
Place  I  was  very  civilly  entertain'd, 
the  General  having  taken  a  great 
liking  to  me,  and  here  he  much  per- 
fuaded  me  to  enter  into  the  Czar's 
Service,  faying,  that  being  a  Native 
of  France-)  and  no  Subject  of  Swe- 
deny  having  paid  for  my  Employment 
there,  he  thought  I  was  under  no 
Obligation  to  the  King  of  Sweden^ 
and  that  his  Matter  fliould  engage 
me  to  his  Service,  by  giving  me  a 
Command  under  him.  I  anfwer'd, 
That  having  voluntarily  drawn  my 
Sword  in  the  King  of  Swedcf^^  De- 
fence, Honour  obliged  me  never  to 
quit  it ;  that  I  was  highly  obliged  to 
him  for  his  generous  Offers,  and 
fhould  upon  all  Occafions  return  the 
Obligation.  He  fmiled,  feeming  to 
applaud  my  Refolution,  but  told  me 
he  fliould,  he  believed,  find  an  Ad- 
vocate that  fhould  prevail  with  me, 
otherwife  he  fhould  fet  a  Ranfom  fo 
great  upon  me,  knowing  my  Worth, 

that 
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that  he  believed  he  fhould  Iiave  the 
pleafure  of  my  Company  long  ;  and 
fince  he  could  not  engage  me  to  ftrve 
his  Prince,  he  would,  if  ppflible,  pre- 
vent my  fighting  againft  fiim. 

At  thefe  Words  he  took  me  by  the 
Hand,  and  led  me  to  his  Wife's  A- 
partment,  where  were  his  two  Sons, 
and  Wife,  with  his  only  Daughter, 
a  Maid  of  fourteen  Years  of  Age, 
beautiful  as  Nature  ever  formMj  (he 
was  tall,  flender,  fair  as  Vemis^  her 
Eyes  blue,  bright,  and  languifliing; 
her  Hair  was  light  brown,  and  every 
Feature  of  her  Face  had  a  Charm ; 
but,  Son,  her  Converfation  was  en- 
chanting, as  I  afterwards  experien- 
ced. The  General  prefented  me  to 
his  Sons,  two  lovely  young  Men, 
whofe  Looks  and  Habit  fpoke  their 
Worth  and  Quality.      ^  Here  Chi!- 

*  dren,  fald  he^  is  the  braveft  Ene- 
^  my  our  Emperor  has;  a  Man  who 
*-  is  fo  dear  to  me,  that  if  you  can 

*  make  him  our  Monarch's  Friend, 
^  you  will  oblige  me  in  the  moft  {^xx-^ 
^  fible  manner ;    ufe  all  your  utmoft 

*  Sliill  to  gain  him.   Then  he  took 

D  3         .  *  Zara^ 
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*  Zaray  his   fair  Daughter,    by   the 
Hand,  prefenting  her  to  me,    ^  Here 

*  is  the  deareft  thing  I  have  in  the 

*  World,  /aid  he^  I  give  you  leave 

*  to  love  her ;  nay,  will  beftow  her 

*  upon  you,  to  fecure  your  Friendiliip: 
^  if  her  Eyes  cannot  prevail,  our  EIo- 
^  quence  cannot  fucceed.'  Here  he 
left  us,  and  from  this  Day  I  was 
carefsM  by  all  the  Family  ;  and  Za- 
Tcij  the  charmingeft  Advocate  that 
ever  fued  to  gain  a  Heart,  try'd  all 
her  Arts,  flie  dancedj  fung,  drefs'd, 
and  trying  to  enfnare  me,  unfortu- 
nately loft  herfelf,  for,  alas !  flie  loved 
me,  and  had  not  my  whole  Soul  been 
filPd  with  the  bright  Idea  of  myS^////- 
da-,  it  would  have  been  impoflible  for 
me  to  have  refifted  her  Charms.  At 
length  I  generoufly  told  her,  as  we 
were  fitting  alone  in  a  Drawing- 
Room,  it  being  the  cold  Seafon  of  the 
Year,  when  we  were  obliged  to  fit 
in  warm  Rooms ;  ^  Charming  Z'^^r^, 
^  [aid  J,   it  would  be  cruel  and  un- 

*  grateful  in  me,  not  to  deal  ingenu- 
^  oufly  with  you  ;  I  own  you  are  the 
^  moft  lovely,  the  moft  accomplifii'd 

^Maid 
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Maid  my  Eyes  ever  faw,  there  is 
nothing  wanting  in  you  to  make  a 
Man  compleatly  happy  r  you  have 
Wifdom,  Beauty,  and  Virtue,  and 
God  never  made  any  Work  more 
perfect:  but,  alas!  Faireft  of  your 
Sex,  I  am  a  Man  unworthy  of  that 
Affeftion,  which  given  to  another, 
would  fet  him  above  Monarchs  ; 
my  Choice  was  long  fince  made, 
my  Heart  is  a  Captive  to  one  like 
yourfelf,  who  was  my  Wife;  one 
in  whole  Arms  I  flept  more  glori- 
ous and  content,  than  Eaftern  Kings; 
a  Lady  who  is  no  more,  yet  one 
whofe  Memory  is  fo  dear  to  me, 
that  I  am  grown  infenfible  to  all 
your  Sex :  her  bright  Idea  fills  my 
Mindj,  in  Dreams  Pm  nightly  hap- 
py, purfue  her  Shadow,  and  em- 
brace her  heavenly  Form  ;  and  v/hen 
awake,  ftill  long  for  Death,  in  hopes 
to  meet  her  in  the  glo^nous  Regions 
where  the  happy  Souls  fhall  meet 
again :  look  then  no  more  upon  a 
Wretch,  who  can  make  no  Returns 
to  your  invaluable  Bounties.'  Zara 
beheld  me  all  this  while  as  one  ama- 
D  4  zed, 
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zed,  the  Rofes  forfook  her  Cheeks, 
and  finding  I  had  done,  fhe  thus 
began  :    '  Unfortunate  Seauj/mmt^ 

*  are   you  enamour'^d    of  a   Ghoft? 

*  Muft  the  Dead  rife  to  rob  the 
^  wretched   Zara   of  your   Heart  ? 

*  Why  did  you  not  forewarn  me  e'er 

*  I  was  undone  ?    Ye  Powers,  why 

*  does  my  Vengeance  ftay  to  ftab  the 
^  Wretch  that  is  a   Witnefs  to  my 

*  Folly ;   I   never  loved   before,    fhe 

*  whom  you   loved  is  buried  in  the 

*  Grave :  Can  you  confent  to  facri- 

*  fice  me  to  her  Ghoft  ?  Can  you  en- 

*  joy  a  Shadow?    confider  e'er  you 

*  bid  me  die  ;  I  will  not  live  and  be 
^  defpifed.'     '  Forgive  me   Heaven, 

*  faid  ly  may  a  Thought  like  that 
'  ne'er  enter  your  Soul ;  may  Zara 

*  Jive,  and  be  moft  happy,  gladly  I'd 

*  die  to  fave  your  Life,  but  cannot 
^  make  a  fecond  Choice.' 

Here  we  were  interrupted,  and  af- 
ter this  fhe  fhunn'd  me,  and  for  fome 
Months  kept  much  within  her  Cham- 
ber, grew  fick,  and  alter'd,  which 
much  alarm'd  the  Family ;  and  I  con- 
fefs,  my  Thoughts  were  much  con- 

fufed  y 
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fufed  ;  fometimes  I  thought  to  mar- 
ry her,  and  run  all  hazards  to  make 
her  happy  :  but  then  'Belinda  might 
be  ftill  alive,  and  then  I  were  undone, 
and  my  Peace  loft  for  ever. 

One  Morning  Barintha^  Zara*^ 
Governefs,  came  hattily  into  my 
Chamber:  '  Sir,  faidjhe^  if  you  will 
^  ever  fee  my  Lady  more,  come  now, 
'  for  fhe's  expiring.'  I  folIowM  her, 
and  found  Zara  in  the  Agonies  of 
Death;  IhefixM  her  dying  Eyes  upon 
me,  grafp'd  my  Hand,  and  faintly 
cry'd,  ^  Farewel,  cruel,  but  faithful 
'  Beaumount^  adieu  ;  I  go  to  feek  the 
^  Ghoft  of  her  that  murders  me  ;  I 
^  loved   you,  could  not  live  without 

*  you,  and  therefore  drank  a  poifo- 

*  nous  Draught  laft  night  to  free  me  ; 

*  forgive  me,  Heaven,  fince  Life  was 

*  infupportable :  ahl  pray  for  me,  dear 

*  Caufe  of  my  fad  Fate,  Fm  going  I 
^  know  not  where.'  Here  herTongue 
falierM,  her  Agonies  encreafed,  and 
in  few  Moments  fhe  expired.  At 
this  Inftant  my  Grief  was  fuch,  that 
had  I  not  been  a  Chriftian,  I  had 
furely  ended  my  Life  and  Misfor^ 

D  5  tunes 
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tunes  together;  I  kifsM  her  pale 
Face  and  Lips  a  hundred  times,  wept 
over  her,  and  then  retreated  to  my 
Chamber,  threw  myfelf  upon  my 
Bed,  refufed  to  eat,  and  by  next 
morning  was  feized  with  a  violent 
Fever,  which  robb'd  me  of  my  Rea- 
fon  for  fome  days^  at  the  end  of 
which,  my  Difeafe  being  fomething 
abated,  I  faw  Zarah  two  Brothers 
enter  my  Chamber,  with  four  Sol- 
diers ;  the  eldeft  loaded  me  with  Re- 
proaches for  his  Sifter's  Death,  to 
which  I  was  unable  to  reply  through 
Weaknefs.  At  laft  they  took  me  out 
of  my  Bed,  pinion'd  me,  and  fet  me 
upon  a  Horfe,  the  four  Soldiers  ri- 
ding by  me  as  a  Guard  :  they  went 
with  me  over  dreadful  Mountains 
and  Hills,  whofe  Tops  were  cove- 
red with  Snow,  and  after  three  Days, 
and  two  Nights  travelling,  in  which 
time  they  never  entered  any  Houfe 
or  Inn,  but  laid  me  bound  upon  the 
Ground,  whilft  the  Horfes  fed  and 
refted,  giving  me  Brandy,  Bread, 
and  Meat,  out  of  their  Snapfacks ; 
we  at  laft  arrived  at  an  old  Tower 

on 
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on  the  Borders  of  Mufcovy-,  where 
they  deliver'd  me  into  the  hands  of 
a  Goaler,  who  lodg'd  me  in  a  clofe 
damp  Room,  loading  me  with  Irons, 
Here  I  remained  ten  Months  fick, 
and  had  not  God's  Providence  prefer- 
ved  me  miraculouily,  I  had  doubtlefs 
died. 

Three  Months  after  my  Arrival,  a 
young  Gentleman  was  brought  Pri- 
foner  to  this  difmal  Place,  by  order 
of  the  Czar,  who  having  much  Gold 
to  fee  the  Goaler,  had  the  Liberty  of 
walking  up  and   down  the  Prifon; 
we  conversed  together,  he  much  pi- 
tied   my  Misfortune  and  ill   Treat- 
ment, and  promifed  to  procure   my 
Enlargement,  either  by  his  Intereft 
with  the  General,   or    Force.      His 
Friends   who   folliciced   for   him    at 
Court,  being  unfuccefsful,  gave  him 
notice  that  his  Cafe  was  defperate : 
upon  which  we  took  a  Refolution  to 
kill  our  Goaler,  and  fight  our  way 
out.    Accordingly  the  n^%.t  Morning 
we  feizM  him  as  hcenterVl  my  Cham- 
ber, and  having  knocked  him  down 
with-  the  Bar  of  a  Door  that  we  found 

ia 
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in  my  Room^  we  difpatchM  him 
took  the  Keys,  and  rufh'd  by  the 
Gentries  who  kept  the  Out-Gate ; 
and  not  knowing  where  to  go,  we 
fled  o'er  the  Mountains  towards  a 
Wood  in  "Tartaryy  to  which  he  gui- 
ded me,  where  *  none  but  Robbers 
and  Out-Laws  lived.  My  Fetters 
much  hindered  my  Speed,  being  ex- 
tremely weak,  but  Fear  gave  me 
Screngrh  fo  that  we  reached  the 
Wood  before  night,  believing  it  more 
fate  for  us  to  put  our  Lives  into  the 
hands  of  TheiveSj  than  our  mercilcfs 
Enemies.  Here  we  laid  down  under 
a  Tree  to  reft,  not  being  able  to  go 
farther,  and  flept  fome  Hours,  tho  in 
danger  of  Death  every  minute,  from 
the  wild  Beafts  who  went  howling 
about  the  Woods  for  Prey,  or  more 
barbarous  Men ;  but  God  kept  us, 
and  awaking,  we  thought  we  percei- 
ved, at  fome  diftance,  a  Light.  Ne- 
cefEty,  being  in  great  want  of  Food^ 
made  us  venture  to  the  Place.  We 
faw  a  little  Cave,  in  which  a  vene- 
rable old  Man  fat  reading|by  a  Lamp; 
we  enter'd,  faluting  him  in  the  M^^f 

comte 
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covite  Language,  with  ^  God  fave 
'  you,  Sir,  take  pity  of  us  who  are 

*  fled  from  our  Enemies,  out  of  a 
^  a  Prifon,  deftituteof  Food  or  Com- 

*  fort,  grant  us  a  Retreat  for  a  few 

*  Days,  or  at  leaft  a  few  Hours ;  we 

*  are  Chriftians,  CathoUcks,  and  one 
^  of  us  a  Native  of  France?  At  thefe 
words  the  old  Man  rofe  from  his 
Seat,  embraced  us,  and  ftirring  up  the 
Embers,  made  a  Fire,  and  gave  us 
Wine  and  Bread,  telling  us  we  were 
welcome :  we  informed  him  whence 
we  came,  the  Caufes  of  our  Confine- 
ment. At  laft  he  turned  towards 
me ;  '  Countryman,  faid  he^  tell  me 
'  what   Family    you  are   defcended 

*  from,  what  Province  you  were  born 
^  in.'^  I  informed  him,  then  he  caught 
me  in  his  Arms  as  a  Man  loft  in 
Wonder.  ^  My  Lord,  [aid  he^  I  have 
'  fought  you  long,  and  can  difclofe 
'  Wonders  to  you ;  my  Name  is  An- 
'  thonyj  I  am  a  Capuchin  Fryar, 
'  who  faved  your  Lady's  Life,  and 
^  came  to Mufcovy  on  purpofe  to  feek 
^  you  out."'  Here  he  recounted  to  us 
how  'Belmda    came  to  France    in 

fearch 
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fearch  of  me ;  how  my  Father  im-  ^ 
prifon'd  her  1  but  e^er  he  could  finifh' 
his  Story,  a  Band  of  T^rr^^n.-/// Rob- 
bers entered  the  Cell,  feized  us,  and 
he  importuning  them  for  us,  was  un- 
fortunately lliot  by  one  of  the  barba- 
rous Villains.  They  tyM  us  back  to 
back,  and  carryM  us  fome  Miles  far- 
ther into  the  Wood,  where  there  were 
about  a  hundred  of  them  encamped  ; 
and  now  we  were  again  Prifoners : 
here  they  lived  with  their  Women  all 
in  common,  lodging  only  in  Tents, 
and  chiefly  fupporting  their  Lives 
with  robbing  all  Paffengers  that  came 
near  the  Wood ;  yet  tho  Barbarians, 
we  foond  fome  Humanity  amongffc 
them  ;  they  gave  us  Plenty  of  Food, 
took  off  my  Fetters,  and  offerM  us 
our  Freedom,  if  we  would  confent 
to  live  with  them  ;  which  we  accep-  ' 
ted,  and  for  fome  days  were  obliged 
to  ride  out  with  them,  at  the  head 
of  twenty  or  thirty  T!artars,  where 
we  robb'd^  getting  confiderable  Booty 
from  fome  Terjian  Merchants,  who 
were  going  to  Mufcovy  with  rich 
Merchandize.    The 2l?/r^ri' were  fa 

well 
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well  pleafed  with  our  Behaviour  and 
Conduft,  that  they  gave  us  what 
we  pleafed  of  the  Plunder:  by  this 
means  we  were  trufted  with  good 
Horfes,  which,  tho  fmall,  yet  were 
fleet  as  the  Wind. 

V/e  did  not  defign  to  ftay  here,  but 
fought  an  Opportunity  to  efcape, 
which  Providence  favoured  us  with- 
al in  this  manner  :  One  morning,  at 
break  of  day,  we  went  out  with  a 
Party  in  fearch  of  a  Caravan  that  we 
had  Information  was  to  pafs  by  that 
Road ;  it  confifted  of  about  fifty 
Merchants,  PaiTengers,  and  Soldiers 
of  feveral  Nations,  who  were  coming 
from  Terfia  to  Mujco^jy  with  Mer- 
chandize. We  no  fooner  faw  this 
Company  coming  up,  but  the  T'ar- 
tars  began  to  fhrink  ;  they  faw  their 
Enemies  well  arm'd  and  numerous, 
and  did  not  think  themfelves  ftrong 
enough  to  attack  them  :  we  fet  Spurs 
to  our  Horfes,  leaving  them  in  this 
Confternation,  and  calling  to  the  fore- 
moft  of  the  Caravan,  in  a  fuppliant 
manner  throwing  dov/n  our  xlrms, 
defired  to  be  heard.  Seeing  us  but 
tv/o,  they  ftopp'd,  and  upon  our  de- 
claring 
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daring  ourfelves  Friends,  received  us. 
We  then  gave  an  Account  of  our  Ad- 
ventures wich  the  'Tartarsy  and  en- 
quired if  any  of  them  were  going  to 
Sweden  or  Gerfuany :  there  were  two 
Gentlemen  and  their  Servants  going 
to  Hungary  \  thefe  we  went  along 
with,  leaving  the  reft :  and  the  young 
Mufcomte  Lord,  not  knowing  how 
to  provide  for  himfelf^  I  ofFerM  to 
carry  him  with  me  to  France^  and 
there  take  care  of  him,  which  he 
gladly  confcnted'to. 

Being  arrived  in  Hungary^  having 
now  but  little  Money  left  of  what 
we  brought  with  us  of  the  Plunder 
we  got  amongft  the  Robbers,  we  were 
obliged  to  fell  fome  rich  Diamonds 
we  had  faved,  and  hid  in  our  Clothes; 
and  with  this  Money  we  procured 
ourfelves  Horfes,  with  a  couple  of 
Servants  to  attend  us,  and  fo  fet  out 
for  Fra7ice^  whither  I  wa^  now  de- 
termined to  return,  being  weary'd 
with  the  many  Misfortunes  I  had  met 
with  abroad  :  and  at  the  end  of  fi)s 
Weeks  we  arrived  fafely  at  Contance^  • 
where  I  found  my  Father  dead,  and 

all 
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all  my  Relations  and  Friends  over- 
joyed to  fee  nne.  I  was  forry  my  Fa- 
ther died  e'er  I  had  feen  him,  to  have 
ask'd  his  Pardon  for  my  Rafhnefs  in 
leaving  him,  tho  he  was  to  blame; 
yet  I  believe  God  punifhed  me  for 
my  Difobedience,  and  'tis  10  that 
Caufe  that  I  attribute  all  my  Misfor- 
tunes in  Mtifco'vy. 

Being  now  fettled  in  my  Father's 
Eftate,  and  Pofts  of  Honour,  by  the 
King,  to  whom  I  paid  my  Duty  at 
my  firft  Arrival  in  France ;  he  re- 
ceived me  with  his  accuftom'd  Good- 
nefs,  reproving  me  gently  for  leaving 
his  Service,  faying,  ^  My  Lord,  Love 

*  is  an  Excufe,  I  own,  for  doing  many. 

*  rafh  inconfiderate  things:  I  don't  ap- 
^  prove    your    Father's    Proceedings 

*  with  your  Wife ;  but  I  and  your  ^ 

*  Country  had  done  you  no  wrong. 

*  'Tis  true,  your  Father  ufed  my 
^  Name,  which  was  not  well  done, 
'  but  I  proteft  I  was  ignorant  of  all, 
^  till  fince  your  departure  from  Fr^^/zc^; 
^  and  had  you  addrefs'd  yourfelf  to 
^  me,  be  affur'd  I  would  have  made 
^  you  eafy  and  happy.    I  here  give 

^  you 
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*  you  all  your  Father's  Pofts  of  Ho- 

*  nour,  and  doubt  not  but  you'll  as 

*  bravely  and  faithfully  difcharge  the 

*  Truft  I  repofe  in  you,  as  he  did/ 
Here  the  King  embracM  me,  and 
during  his  Life,  I  was  fo  happy  to 
have  his  Favour.  I  now  thought  on- 
ly of  my  ^elindaj  and  examining  all 
my  Father's  old  Servants,  difcover'd 
the  Caftle  where  fhe  had  been  im- 
prifon'd  ;  I  went  thither,  found  the 
Goaler  dead,  but  his  Wife  and  Daugh- 
ter told  me  fhe  died  there  of  a  Spot- 
ted Fever,  fearing  to  confefs  the 
Truth,  that  flie  had  efcaped  from 
them.  I  writ  to  St.  Male's  to  my 
Friend,  at  whofe  Houfe  flie  had  been; 
he  was  dead,  and  I  could  learn  no 
News  of  her  there. 

Thus  I  remained  two  whole  Years 
in  Sufpenfe ;  at  laft  tired  with  the 
Importunities  of  my  Friends,  I  re- 
folved  to  marry  again.  It  was  now 
nine  Years  fince  I  parted  from  S^- 
linday  and  1  concluded  it  was  im- 
poffible  that  flie  fhould  be  ftill  alive, 
and  I  hear  nothing  from  her  ;  nor 
had  I  any  Hopes  till  laft  week,  when 
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a  Fryar  came  to  me,  who  is  juft  ar- 
rived from  MufcO'vy-,  where  he  had 
feen  Father  jiithony  before,  I  met 
with  him  in  ^artary-i  and  he  told 
me  he  related  to  him  the  caufe  of  his 
coming  thither  thus ;  That  Father 
SeriediB'i  foon  after  he  returned  from 
Grafwilk-f  w^here  he  had  fent  m/ 
Wife  away,  falling  fick,  enjoin'd  him 
to  go  to  Sweden  in  fearch  of  me,  in 
cafe  he  died,  which  he  did  foon  af- 
ter :  and  this  was  the  occafion  of  my 
meeting  that  good  Father  in  the 
Wood,  who  learning  in  Sweden  that 
I  was  in  Mufco^y  a  Prifoner,  came 
thither,  but  could  not  difcover  where 
I  was,  fo  retired  to  this  difmal  Place^ 
where  we  found  him  ;  where  he  beg- 
ged in  the  neighbouring  Villages,  his 
holy  Habit  fecuring  him  from  Inju- 
ries. But  I  concluded,  not  being  a- 
bie  then  to  get  any  Information  of 
her,  fte  was  dead  ;  and  in  compli- 
ance with  my  Friends  Importunities, 
marry 'd  a  Lady  who  was  a  young 
Widow,  of  a  great  Family  and  For- 
tune, having  only  this  lovely  Daugh- 
ter: but,  alas!  I  found  myfelf  fo  mi- 

ferable 
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ferable  now,  that  I  cannot  defcribe 
the  Tortures  of  my  Mind.  I  never 
enterM  my  Bed  with  this  Lady,  but 
I  fliiver'd  ;  Hie  loved  me  tenderly, 
but  I  fancy'd  ^eU7zdd'^  Ghoft  pur- 
fued  me  ;  every  Place  where  fhe  had 
trod,  each  Room,  brought  fome  new 
thing  to  my  Remembrance  :  I  talk'd 
and  ftarted  in  my  Sleep.  In  fine,  tho 
I  did  all  that  I  was  able  to  conceal 
my  Diftradion,  all  the  World  per- 
ceived it;  and  my  Wife,  who  was  a 
Lady  of  great  Wifdom  and  Good- 
nefs,  and  moflr  unfortunate  in  being 
mine,  was  fo  fenfibly  touchM,  that 
file  fell  into  a  Confumption,  and  after 
having  languifhed  for  two  Years,  all 
Means  proving  unfuccefsful  to  pre- 
ferve  her,  fhe  died.  In  her  laft  Ago- 
nies, as  I  was  weeping  by  her,  for 
indeed  I  highly  refpeded,  tho  I  cou'd 
not  love  her  with  Paffion,  and  omit- 
ted nothing  that  could  oblige  or  help 
her ;  fhe  pull'd  me  to  her,  fixM  her 
Lips  on  mine,    then  figh'd   deeply, 

*  My  dear  Lord,  faid  Jhey  I  thank 
^  you,  you  have  done  more  for  me, 

*  than  for  your  loved  Belinda ;  the 

*  Conftraint 
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*  Conftraint  you  have  fufFerM  upon 

*  my  account,  is  the  greateft  Obliga- 

*  tion ;  I  am  now  going,  I  doubt  not, 

*  to  Reft,  and  hope  to  meet  you  again 
^  in  Glory ;  let  my  Child  be  your  chief 

*  Care  ;  and  if  the  tender  AfFeftion  I 
^  have  borne  you,  merits  any  thing, 
^  fhow  your  Efteem  of  me,  by  your 

*  Love  to  her.  I  die,  'tis  true,  by 
^  having  had  too  deep  a  Senfe  of  your 

*  Misfortune,  in  not  loving  me  •  but, 
^  my  Lord,  believe  me,  'tis  with  Plea- 
^  fure  that  I  leave  the  World,  fince  it 

*  will  fet  you  free :  could  you  have 
^  loved  me,  as  you  did  "Belinda^   I 

*  fhould  have  been  defirous  to  live 
^  long;  but  fince  you  cannot,  I  wifh 

*  to  die.'  Here  fhe  again  embraced 
and  kifs'd  me,  then  tuin'd  to  her 
ConfelTor,  who  ftood  on  the  other 
fide  the  Bed;   *  Father,  [aid  Jhe^  I 

*  have  now  done  with  the  World,  and 
^  all  its  WeakneiTes ;  I'll  grieve  no 
^  more  for  m_ortal  things,  but  fix  my 
^  Thoughts  on  Heaven.'  We  all  with- 
drew but  the  good  Father,  and  ina- 
bout  an  hour  flie  departed,  leaving 
memoftdifconfolate.ForfomeMoaths 
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I  kept  my  Chamber^  and  then  refol- 
ved  to  retire,  and  quit  all  publick 
Bufinefs ;  I  went  to  the  King,  took 
my  leave  of  him,  recommending  the 
Mtifcomte  Lord  to  him,  to  whom  he 
gave  a  Company  of  Dragoons:  then 
I  retired  to  my  Country-Seat,  where 
you  found  me. 

Thus  the  Marquifs  (iniilf d  his  Re- 
lation ;  they  paft  the  remainder  of 
this  Day,  and  the  next,  very  agreea- 
bly. In  the  Evening  of  the  fifth  Day, 
the  Sky  began  to  darken,  the  Wind 
blew,  and  about  midnight  a  dread- 
ful Storm  arofe;  at  length  the  Pilot 
was  obliged  to  quit  the  Government 
of  the  Ship,  and  let  her  drive  before 
the  Wind.  At  break  of  day  they 
found  themfelves  in  the  IriJIj  Seas, 
and  not  far  from  Land  ;  their  Rig- 
ging v/as  all  torn,  their  Maft  fhat- 
ter'd,  and  it  was  in  vain  for  them  to 
attempt  going  for  WaJes^  before  they 
had  repau-'d  their  VeiTel,  and  refrefh- 
ed  themfelves;  therefore  they  made 
in  for  Land,  and  cad  Anchor  at  Wex- 
ford^ in  the  County  of  Rcffe^  in  Ire- 

lafid* 
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ia^d.  They  went  afliore  with  the 
Captain,  and  lodged  at  an  Inn  whilft 
the  Sailors  refitted  the  Ship. 

CHAP.    IX. 

N  the  time  of  their  flay  at  Jfex- 
fordj  they  were  curious  to  fee  the 
Country,  and  the  Marquifs  and  Mr., 
JLhellmg  frequently  rid  out  to  view 
the    adjacent  Towns    and  Villages, 
leaving  the  young  Lady  Ifahella  with 
her  Servants.     One  Evening  they  loft 
their  way  returning  home,  and  wan- 
dering about,  found  themfelves  near 
a  Wood:    it  was  almoft  dark,  and 
they  knew  not  v/hither  to  go ;  they 
therefore  made  a   ftand,   confulting 
what  to  do.   At  laft  they  efpy'd  an 
old  Man  with  a  Candle  and  Lant- 
horn  coniing  towards  them,  in  very 
poor  Habit,  and   a  Beard  down  to 
his  Breaft.    '  Honeft  Man,  [aid  Mr. 
'  Lluelling,  can  you  direft  us  to  fome 
*  fafe  Place  to  lodge  in  to-night  ?  or 

^  put 
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*  put  us  in  the  way  to  Wexford?'* 
^  To  Wexford,  Sir !  [aid  he^  you  can- 
^  not    reach   that   to-night :    in    the 

morning  I'll  put  you  in  the  way ; 
but  for  to-night,  if  you'll  accept  a 

*  Lodging  in  my  poor  Cottage  hard 
by,  you  are  welcome.'     They  glad- 
ly accepted  his  Offer,   and  followed 
him  into  the  Wood,  tho  fomething 
afraid,  left  he   fhould   betray  them 
into  the  hands  of  Robbers,  of  which 
there  are  many  times  Gangs  that  re- 
treat to  fuch  places.     Ac  length  they 
came  to  a  poor  Clay  Cottage,  where 
a  Boy  flood  at  the  Door  ;  the  good 
Man  bid  them  alite,  which  they  did, 
taking  their  Piitols  in  their  hands, 
the  Boy  taking  their  Horfes :    they 
found  the  Place  near,  and  nor  defti- 
tuce  of  Neceffaries ;  the  Man  enter- 
tained   them   handfomely,    bringing 
out  Venifon-Pafty,  Wine,  and  dry'd 
Tongues.     '  Gentlemen,  fald  he^  eat 
<  heartily,  and  fpare  not ;  we'll  drink 
^  the  King's  Health  before  we  part.' 
The  Marquifs  and  Mr.  Lhelling  be- 
gan to  imagine  there  was  fome  Myf. 
tery  in  this  Man's  living  here,  and 

were 
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were  upon  their  guard ;  they  appea- 
red very  merry,  and  gueft  by  their 
Hoft's  Behaviour,  that  lie  was  a  Maa 
of  Quality.  When  they  were  well 
warmM  with  Wine,  they  all  began 
to  be  free,  the  old  Man  toafted  the 
King's  Health,  they  pledged  him. 
*  My  Lord,  [aid  Mr,  Lluelling,  me- 
^  thinks  'cis  almoft  as  good  living  here 
^  as  in  France^  or  Wales ;  Fuxh^  I 
'  can't  treat  you  better  when  you 
'  come  to  Swa7zfey^  At  thefe  words, 
the  Stranger  look'd  upon  them,  fay- 
ing, '  Gentlemen,  are  you  Natives 
'  of  thefe  two  Places?  they  are  both 
'  well  known  to  me.'  Here  they 
were  interrupted  by  the  Boy,  who 
inform'd  his  Mafter  fome  Friends 
were  come  ;  he  prefently  ftept  to  the 
Door,  where  they  heard  the  found  of 
Horfes  Feet :  after  fome  time  he  re- 
turn'd  to  them,  faying,  *  Gentlemen, 
'  I  beg  pardon  for  leaving  you,  but 
^  it  was  to  take  leave  of  fome  Friends 
'  who  are  going  for  Fraizce?  It  was 
now  midnight,  and  he  genteelly  faid, 
'  Gentlem-en  you  are  weary,  will  you 
E  ^be 
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*  be  pleafed  to  go  to  bed  V  They 
fininiM  their  Bottle,  and  were  con- 
dufted  up  ftairs,  to  a  Room  where 
they  could  but  juft  ftand  upright  for 
the  Ceiling  ;  but  the  Softnefs  of  the 
Bed,  and  Finenefs  of  the  Sheets,  made 
amends :  however  they  could  not 
fleep,  then'  Minds  were  fo  fill'd  with 
Curiofity  to  know  who  this  Man  was. 
They  talked  all  night ;  the  Marquifs 
mentioned  liel'utda  feveral  times,  and 
Ifabella^  faying,  'My  dear  Child  will 
^  repent  her  leaving  France^  and  be 
'  much  concerned  for  us  this  night.' 
This  their  Difcourfe  was  overheard 
by  the  old  Man,  who  lay  in  the 
next  Room  \  they  heard  him  up 
early,  and  rofe :  coming  down  ftairs, 
they  found  Breakfaft  ready  for  them. 

*  Now  Gentlemen,  [aid  their  Hoft^ 

*  I  muft  be  impertinent,  and  ask 
'  fome  QLieftions  before  we  part :  I 

*  laft  night  heard  one  of  you  name 
^  'Belifida^  and  find  you  are  lately 
^  come  from  Fra7ice\  I  had  a  Sifter 
^  of  that  Name,  who  dying,  left  a 

*  Daughter,   of  whom  I   would  be 

'  glad 
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*  glad  to  hear  foaie  Tidings :  Come 

*  you  from  Normandy  T  '  By  Hea- 
'  ven,  [aid  the  Marquifsj  emhra'^ 
^  ci7ig  the  old  Man^  you  are  the  L— 
^  the  Uncle  of  my  dear  "Belinda^  chat 

*  charming  Virgin,  Fate  made  me  the 
^  happy  Husband  of.'  Here  they  fat 
down,  recounting,  in  a  pathetick 
manner,  all  their  Adventures :  the 
Marquifs  concluding,  faid,  ^  And  now, 
^  Sir,  tell  us  what  Providence  brought 
^  you  ^  here.'    '  Sir,  faid  he,  I  will : 

*  My  Loyalty  to  my  Prince  brought 
'  me  under  fome  Misfortunes,  at  lafl: 
'  I  was  forced,  with  my  only  Son,  to 
^  fly  to  Scotland  J  there  we  lay  con- 
^  cealed  a  while,  till  I  had  received  a 
^  great  Sum  of  Money,  that  I  had 

*  taken  Methods  to  have  remitted  to 
^  me.  From  thence  we  hired  a  fmall 
^  Veflel,  and  failed  for  Wales^  where 
^  I  thought  I  fhouM  be  fecure  from 

*  all  Difcovery  ;  there  I  changed  my 

*  Name,  purchafed  a  fmall  Eftate, 
^  and  have  lived  happily,  thoobfcure- 
^  ly,  ever  fmce,  making  feveral  Voya- 
^  ges  to  Wra?ice^    hither,   and  elfe- 

E  2  ^  where, 
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*  where,  upon  Bufinefs  to  ferve  my 
^  Friends.     I  came  to  Ireland  fome 

*  Months  agOj  and  chofe  this  Place 
'  to  refide  in,  my  Habit,  and  my  Ser- 
^  vants,  making  us  pafs  undifcovered  ; 

*  the  Gentlemen  you  heard  me  fpeak 

*  to,  are  gone  to  take  Shipping,  and 
^  I  defign  to  go  for  J/f^aks  with  the  firft 
'  Opportunity.'    ^  We  will  go  toge- 

*  ther,  [aid  Mr ^  Lluelling,  where  we 

*  fhall  fill  our  expefting  Wives  Hearts 

*  with  Joy.""  They  parted,  the  L— ^ 
not  thinking  it  proper  to  go  along 
with  them  by  day-light,  fending  his 
Boy  to  guide  them  to  Jfexford^  where 
they  arrived  to  the  great  Joy  of  the 
Lady  Ifahellaj  who  had  been  almolt 
diftrafted  for  fear  her  Father  and 
Brother-in-law  had  been  killed.  In 
few  days  after,  the  Ship  being  ready, 
the  Marquifs  and  all  the  relt  went 
aboard,  with  the  L —  who  came  to 
them  difguifed ;  they  fet  fail  for 
Swanfey^  where  they  foon  arrived 
in  good  Health. 

CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.     X. 

MR.  JLheUing  conducted  the 
Marquifs  and  the  L^ —  with 
the  young  Lady  and  Servants,  to 
his  Houfe ;  where  being  arrived,  he 
faw  the  Servants  look  upon  one  ano- 
ther, and  a  general  Sadnefs  and  Si- 
lence feemed  to  reign  in  every  Face 
and  Room,     ^  Where  is  your  Lady, 

*  and  her  Mother  ?'  he  demanded. 
None  anfwer'd.  At  length,  '  Sir,  faid 
a  "Boy  trerdUt7ig,  that  had  been  bred 
in  his  Houfe^  'my  Lady  is  ftolen 
^  away,  as  we  fuppofe,  by  your  Kinf- 
'  man  Mr.  Glandore\  we  have  heard 
^  nothing  of  her  this  Month  and  more: 

*  the  old  Lady  has  taken    it   fo  to 

*  heart,  that  Hie  has  kept  her  bed 
'  ever  fince,  and  is  more  likely  to  die 

*  than  to  live.'  '  Show  me  to  her, 
^  faid  3/r.  Lluelling,  and  let  us  joia 
'  with  her  in  Sorrow.'  *  My  God, 
^  continued  he^  where  fhall  we  find 

E  I  '  Faith. 
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*  Faith   in   Man?    Can   neither  the 
^  Tyes  of  Blood,  Friendiliip,  Intereft, 

*  nor  Religion  bind  Men  to  be  juft  : 
^  but  alas !  he  lived  too  long  in  that 

*  cursM   Town,    where   Vice   takes 

*  place  of  Virtue,  where  Men  rife  by 
'^  Villany  and  Fraud,  where  the  luft- 

*  ful  Appetite  has  all  Opportunities  of 
^  being  gratify'd ;    where  Oaths  and 

*  Promifes  are  only  Jefts,  and  al!  Re- 

*  ligion  but  Pretence,  and  made  a 
^  Skreen  and  Cloak  for  Knavery  ;  a 
^  place  where  Truth  and  Virtue  can- 
'  not  live.  Oh  !  curfe  on  my  Credu- 
^  lity,  to  truft  fo  rich  a  Treafure  to  a 
^  \VoIf,  a  luftful  Ij07tdo7ter?  He  wou'd 
have  gone  on,  if  the  Marquifs  had 
not  interrupted  him,  begging  him  to 
be  patient,  and  at  leaft  procure  his 
Happinefs,  by  bringing  him  to  'Be- 
linda. To  her  Chamber  they  w^ent, 
where  flie  was  lying  in  her  Bed  fo 
weak,  that  it  was  even  dangerous  to 
let  her  know  her  Happinefs.  The 
Marquifs  threw  himfelf  upon  the 
Bed  by  her,  weeping,  and  embra- 
cing her  in  his  Arms,  cryM,  '  My 

^God, 
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'  God,  I  thank  thee,  that  mylongir.g 

*  Arms  again  do  hold  my  dear  "Beliii" 
'  da  ;  fpare  her,  I  beg  thee,  fome  few 
'  Years  longer  to  enjoy  the  mighty 

*  Bleffings  thou  haft  granted  us:  look 

*  up,  my  Dear,  and  blefs  thy  raviQi'd 
'  Husband  with  a  tender  Look,  let 

*  my  Soul  leap  to  hear  thy  well-known 

*  Voice,  ana  thy  Tongue  tell  me  I 
'  am  welcome.^     '  Am  i  alive!  and 

*  do  I  wake !  JJje  crfd^  do  I  behold 

*  my  dear  Lord  again !  it  is  impofli- 
'  ble  !  let  me  behold  him  til!  my  Eye- 
^  ftrings  crack,  and  my  Life  ends  [a 
^  Rapture;  what  Thanks,  what  Re- 
^  turns,  can  I  make  to  Heaven  ?  kc 
'  all  my  Faculties  exert  themfelves, 
'  and  all  united  praife  my  God.'  Here 
fhe  fainted,  Joy  having  overcome  her 
wafted  Spirits;Cordials  were  brought, 
and  flie  was  recovered  from  her  Fir, 
and  then  llie  began  to  weep.  *  Alas! 
'  my  Lord,  [aid  JJje^  were  I  able,  I 

*  would  ask  you  a  thoufand  Queftions, 

*  but  I  hope  now  to  live  and  enjoy 
^  your  dear  Company.again  ;  but  we 
'  have  loft  our  Child,  diflionourably 

E  4  ,  ftolen» 
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^  ftolen.  Ah  !  Son,  faidjhc^  Hirmng 
*'  to  Mr.  Lluelling,  you   were  decei- 

*  ved,  and  left  a  Villain  to  Supply 
^  your  Place,'  At  thefe  Words  llie 
law  IfahcUa :  '  What  fair  Virgin, /^/W 
*-  Jloe-,  is   that,  my  Lord  ?    Have  you 

*  more  Daughters  ?  and  has  fome  o- 

*  ther   Woman   flept    in   your    dear 

*  Arms  ?'  '  My  Dear,  [aid  he^  I  have 
^  been  marryM  iince  we  parted,  be- 
'  lieving  you  were  dead  ;  but  the 
*"  Lady  was  fo  happy  as  to  die  before 
^  I  was  blefsM  with  the  knowledge  of 
^  your  Safety  :  this  is  a  Daughter  of 
^  hers,  by  a  former  Husband  ;  fhe  is 
'  as  dear  to  me  as  ^eliuda^  and  I 
^  brought  her,  to  prefent  her  to  you, 
^  as  the  greateit  Bleihng  Heaven  can 

*  fend  you,  next  my  Life,  and  ^e- 
^  linda's  Safety.'  Then  h-  turn\l  to 
Mr.  Lhielli7ig  ;  ^  Fear  not,  my  Son, 
^  faidhe,  Lwill  find  and  fetch  "Be- 

*  li7ida  back,    if  yet  alive,   and  ufe 

*  the  Ravifher  as  he  deferves.'  Then 
the  Servants  were  all  called  up,  and 
examined;  they  informed  them  of 
Gla7idoreh  being  feen  with  her  in 

the 
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the  Summer-Houfe,  and  of  fome 
Places  where  they  were  {^^xi  together 
on  the  Road  ;  fo  they  concluded  flie 
was  carried  Northward,  and  theL- — 
faid,  ^  My  Eftate  lies  that  way,  Ne- 
^  phew,  if  you  pleafe  to  ftay  with  my 
^  Neice,  my  Kinfman  and  I  will  go 
*  together ;  we  know  the  Roads  and 
^  Country,  and  fliall  foon  trace  the 
^  Robber  to  his  Den,  I  doubt  not.' 
The  Servants  faid  they  had  rid  all 
about  the  Country,  but  could  get 
no  Intelligence  where  they  were. 

The  next  morning,  the  Lord — • 
whom  we  muft  henceforward  know 
to  have  gone  by  the  Name  of  Mr» 
Hide^  for  he  was  Father  to  the  young 
Gentleman  who  had  "Belinda  in  keep- 
ing, fet  out  with  Mr.  JLhclling  and 
three  Servants,  well  arm'd,  and  went 
the  Road  to  his  Houfe,  which  was  in 
Merionethjhire^  near  the  River  Wie ; 
they  got  Information  on  the  Road  of 
the  Coach,  and  fo  continued  to  go 
towards  Mr.i//V/<>'s,  where  they  found 
young  Mv.Hide  dangeroufly  ill :  he 
received  his  Father  with  all  Joy  and 
E  i         Affedion^, 
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Affeftion,  and  after  fome  Difcourfe, 
related  to  them  the  Adventure  of  the 
young  Lady's  being  brought  thither, 
with  the  manner  of  her  being  refcu- 
ed  from  Glandore^  and  his,  and  his 
Servants  being  kill'd  by  the  High- 
waymen. Then  Mr.  Lluelli7igy  im- 
patient to  know  where  flie  was,  in- 
terrupted him,  asking  to  fee  her* 
^  Are  you  then,  [aid  Mr-  Hide,  the 
^  happy  Man  to'  whom   'BeU7tda  is 

*  Wife  ?  Why  do  you  ask  me  for  her  i^ 

*  I  fent  her  home  to  you  three  days 
'  fince,  in  your  own  Coach,  guarded 
^  by  three  of  my  Servants,  not  being 
^  able  to  perfuade  her  to  ftay  h^re, 

*  till  I  was  either  dead,  or  able  to  fee 
^  her  home  myfelf.'  At  thefe  Words 
Mr.  LhieUing  was  even  Thunder- 
ftruck  ;  he  look'd  on  the  Lord 

*  Am  I  then,  [aid  he,  born  to  lofe 
^  lier?  What  can  become  of  her  now?' 
^  Doubt  not,  [aid  the  yomig  Gc/itle- 

*  ///^/?, Heaven  will  prefer ve  her  ;  fuch 
^  Perfedion,  fuch  Vert ue  and  Beauty, 
^  Angels  attend  upon  ;  I  am  undone 
'  for  ever  by  the  fight  of  her,  before  I 
'  knew  fhe  was  another's  I  adored 

*  her^ 
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her,  and  now  die  a  Vidim  to  her 
Charms :  her  Virtue  I  ne'er  attemp- 
ted, but  honourM  and  prote6led 
her,  hoping  to  die  refpefled  of  her; 
and  tho  'twas  worfe  than  Death 
to  lofe  the  fight  of  her,  yet  I  eonfen- 
ted  to  our  Separation,  and  fent  her 
away  ;  fince  which  I  find  my  Illnefs 
encreafed,  and  hope  my  End  is  at 
hand.'     Mr.  Lluellmg  look'd  upon 

him  with  Jealoufy  anci  Rage :  '  Is 
"Belinda^  [aid  he^  fo  unfortunate, 
to  raife  me  a  Rival  in  every  Man  of 
Worth  that  fees  her :  Why  did  fhe 
not  rather  die  in  the  Retreat  I  found 
her ;  let  me  but  find  her  once  again^ 
and  fhe  Pnall  never  quit  my  Sight ; 
ril  guard  and  keep  her  with  fuch 
care,  that  all  my  luitful  Sex  (hall 
ne'er  be  able  to  feduce^  or  fteal  her 
from  me/     Here  the  old  Lord  in-- 

terpos'd  :  ^  My  Friend  and  Kinfman, 
faidhe^  you  wrong  your  Lady  and 
my  Son  ;  Why  do  you  rave  ?  Has  he 
not  done  nobly  by  you  ?  If  he  loved 
her  before  he  knew  that  flie  was 
pre-ingag'dj  it  was  no  Crime,  but 

'  his 
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'  his  Misfortune ;  and  his  honourable 
^  Treatment  of  her  fince,  renders  him 
'  highly  deferving  your  Compaffion 
'  and  Efteem.  Come,  let  us  wifely 
^  fearch  for  her,  and  return  to  your 
'  Home,  where  (he,  by  this  time,  may 
'  be  arrived.  Come,  my  Son,  van- 
^  quifh  the  Frailty,  of  your  Mind, 
*  and  then  your  Body  will  recover ; 
'  "Belinda  has  a  Sifter,  fair  as  herfelf, 
^  a  Horfe-litter  Iliall  be  provided  to 
^  carry  you  with  us  to  Swanfey-,  there 
*^  Company,  and  the  lovely  Ifahellaj 
^  will,  I  hope,  compleat  your  Cure, 
^  and  make  you  happy.'  All  Things 
were  itrait  got  ready  for  their  return 
thither,  where  being  arrived,  there 
was  no  News  olBelinda^  And  now 
we  fliall  leave  them  to  go  in  fearch 
of  her,  and  give  an  Account  of  what 
had  happened  to  her. 


CHAP. 
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BELINT>J  being  on  the  Road 
with  her  Attendants,  about  ten 
Miles  from  M\:.Hide\  the  Coach 
going  gently  over  a  dangerous  Moun- 
tain, was  met,  and  fet  upon,  by  a 
Band  of  ten  Robbers,  who  ftopp'd 
the  Coach,  and  kilPd  one  of  the  Ser- 
vants, and  two  of  the  Horfes  ;  took 
the  other  two  Servants,  whom  they 
bound  hand  and  foot ;  then  they  pul- 
led Belinda  out  of  the  Coach,  and 
iearching  that,  fDund  the  Sum  of 
1490  /.  in  Gold,  ^elmda  having  ufed 
only  ten  Pounds  of  the  Money  Glan- 
dove  had  brought  in  the  Coach,  which 
ten  Pounds  fhe  had  given  yi\\Hide\ 
Servants,  and  the  Clowns  that  ref- 
cued  her.  There  was  one  amongfl: 
the  Thieves  that  feem'd  to  be  much 
refpefted  by,  and  commanded  the 
reft.  He  put  Belinda  into  the  Coach 
again,  and  going  into  it  himfelf,  bid 

'  her 


1 10      The  Life  of 

her  be  filent,  and  no  harm  fhould 
come  to  her.  One  of  the  Thieves 
got  up  into  the  Coach-box,  and  with 
the  four  remaining  Horfes  drove  the 
Coach  down  the  Mountain  into  a 
deep  Valley ;  then  he  drove  to  aWood 
about  two  Miles  from  that  Place,  and 
being  enter'd  into  the  thickeft  part  of 
it,  they  ftopp'd,  took  the  Horfes  out, 
and  left  the  Coach  :  the  Captain  lead- 
ing Mvs,  Lluelling^  they  came  to  an 
old  ruined  Stone  Building,  where  an 
old  Church  was  remaining,  and  part 
of  the  Houfe. 

Here  thefe  Robbers  lived,  it  being 
a  place  defolate  of  all  Inhabitants, 
and  long  fince  abandon'd  :  here  they 
locked  the  two  Servants  they  had 
taken  Prifoners  into  a  Room,  and 
then  pulling  off  their  Vizards,  they 
fainted  Mrs.  Lhielliizg^  and  told  her 
fhe  was  welcome :  But,  good  Hea* 
vens  !  what  a  Surprize  was  flie  un- 
der !  when  flie  faw  the  Captain  of 
the  Robbers  Face,  and  knew  him  to 
be  a  young  Gentleman  whom  Ihe 
had  once  feen  at  M\\  Hide's  with 

Let- 
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Letters,  and  had  been  by  him  ca- 
refs'd  in  an  extraordinary  manner  j 
he  foon    perceived    fhe   knew   him. 

*  Madam,  faid  he-,  you  will  not  be 

*  half  fo  much  furprized  as  you  now 
^  feem  to  be,  when  I  tell  you,  that 
^  I  no  fooner  faw  you  at  Mr.  Hide's^ 
'  but  I  loved  you  ;  I  am  a  Man  no- 
^  bly  born,  but  unfortunate;  we  are 
'  all  Gentlemen,  moft  of  us  outlawed, 
'  except  three  really  Thieves,  whom 
'  we  are  joinM  with.  We  have  for 
<  our  Royal  Mafter's,  and  Religion's 
'  fake,  been  ruined  ;  our  Eftates,  or 
'  our  Fathers,  which  was  oar  Birth- 
^  right,  confifcated  ;    we  have  tryM 

*  to  get  our  Bread  abroad,   but  like 

*  the    poor  Cavaliers,    were    look'd 

*  on  as  burdenlbme  wherever  we 
'  came.  Thus  made  defperate,  fince 
'  Lewis  the  Fourteenth  dy'd,  we  re- 
'  turn'd  to  'Engla7td\  we  had  moft 
^  of  us  a  Being  when  firft  we  came, 

*  but  our  Friends  are  fince  impove- 
^  riOi'd  :  our  Spirits  are  great,  there- 

*  fore  we  have  chofen  this  defperate 
\  way  to  maintain  ourfelves.    At  the 

'  harm* 
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^  harmlefs  Country  Peoples,  where 
^  we  lodge  in  couples,  we  pafs  for 
^  Jacobites,  and  honeft  Tories,  great 

*  Men  difguifed,  (j^Cr  and  when  we 

*  have  got  a  good  Booty,  and  are 
^  flufh  of  Money,  they  imagine  we 
^  have  receiv'd  Supplies  from  abroadv 
^  News  we  often  do  indeed  receive 
'  from  foreign  Parts,  but  Money  ne- 
'  ver  :  we  would,  if  a  Change  came, 
^  venture  into  the  World  again,  and 
^  livehoneftly.  We  never  murder  any 
^  Man,  or  rob  a  poor  Traveller  ;  wer 
'  hold  Correfpondence  with  fome  Ser- 

*  vant  or  other,  in  every  Gentle- 
^  man's  Family  in  the  Country,  and 

*  feldom  mifs  or  Intelligence  where 

*  great  Sums  of  Money  are  ftirring, 
^  This  Place  is  our  Rendevouz,  here 

*  we  divide  our  Plunder,   and  then 

*  we  feparate.     You  fee,  Madam,  the 

*  Confidence  I  repofe  in  you;  I  be- 

*  lieve  you  are  a  Lady  of  Quality  ;  I 

*  admire  your  Perfon,  lam  not  your  ■ 
^  Inferior  in  Birth,  and  therefore  fince 

*  I  have  purchasM  you  with  the  ha- 
^  zard  of  my  Life,  hope  you  will 

^  not 
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'  grant   me   the  Poffeflion    of  your 

*  Perfon    with    Reluftance ;    I   will 

*  maintain  you  nobly,  and  run  all 
^  Dangers  to  preferve,  provide  for^ 
'  and  pleafe  you.' 

Here  one  of  his  Companions  en- 
ter'd,  faying,  ^  Sir,  Dinner  is  ready/ 
He  took  her  by  the  hand,  flie  not 
daring  to  refift,  and  led  her  to  a  large 
Room,  where  was  a  Table  fpread, 
and  great  Store  of  cold  Meats,  with 
Plenty  of  Wine :  Che  was  placM  by 
the  Captain  at  the  upper  end,  and 
now  he  and  his  Companions  gave  a 
loofe  to  Joy  ;  Mirth  and  Good- 
humour  reigned.  'Belinda  could  not 
eat,  her  Soul  was  fill'd  with  all  the 
dreadful  Imaginations  of  Ruin  and 
Mifery  ;  but  after  they  had  eaten 
plentifully,  they  all  withdrew  to 
fleep,  and  flie  and  the  Captain  were 
left  alone:  he  prefs'd  her  earneiily  to 
yeild  to  him,  but  fhe  refufed  him 
with  fuch  fofc  Words  and  Refolu- 
tion,  that  he  forbore  to  treat  her 
rudely,  trying  to  win  her  to  his  Em- 
braces  gently  \  for  tho  Neceffity  had 

made 
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made  him  a  Robber,  yet  it  could  not 
make   him  a   Brute ;    he   had  been 
well    born   and    educated,    and    re- 
tained fome  Remnants  of  Honour.  At 
night   he  left   her   there,    and  went 
out  with  his  Band,  leaving  with  her 
two  Women,    who  were  in  appea- 
rance  Servants    to   them :    to   thefe 
Ihe  addrefs'd  herfelf,   faj'ing,  '  You 
'  are  Women,  your  Hearts  muft  be 
tender  and  pitiful  I    I  am  a  Wife, 
brought  hither  by  Misfortune,  torn 
from  a  fond  Husband,  and  a  doat- 
ing  Mother.     Oh !  help  me  in  this 
great  Diftrefs,  affift  me  to  efcape, 
and  bring   me  to  them,    and  you 
fhall  be  rewarded  to  your  Satisfac- 
tion.'   The  eldell  of  the  two  re- 
ply'd,    ^  Madam,   we  gladly  would, 
'  but  cannot  ferve  you  ;  we  are  Stran- 
gers in  this  Place  like  you  ;  we  were 
brought  here  by   Force,    blindfold 
and  taken  far  from  hence  :  'tis  now 
eight  Months  fmce  we  were  brought 
to  this  fad   Place.     Here  we  have 
been  ruined,  and  are  made  fubfervi- 
ent  to  the  Luft  and  Humour  of  thefe 

Me. 


Madam  de  Beaiimount.  115 

defperate  Men  ;  we  both  were  Gen- 
If  tlewomen  born  in  France^  tho  we 
'  fpeak  £//g-/i/^i ;  this  is  ray  Neice,  I 
'  was  a  fingle  Woman,  had  no  Rela- 
'  tion  whom  I  thought  fo  well  defer- 
'  ved  my  Love  as  fhe.  I  had  a  hand- 
'  fom€  Fortune,  and  we  lived  toge- 
■^  ther ;  and  having  fome  Bufinefs  to 
1*  go  for  'England^  I  took  her,  with 
'  me :  we  took  along  with  us  our 
^  Necklaces,  Rings,  Clothes,  and  what 
^  we  had  moft  valuable  to  appear  in, 
^  with  Money  to  defray  our  Charges. 
VThe  Veffel  we  came  over  in,  was 
^  bound  to  Southampton^  but  a  Storm 
^  drove  us  upon  this  Coaft ;  we  got 

*  into  Swanfey-,  and  from  thence  hi- 

*  red  Horfes  to  carry  us  crofs  the 
'  Countries  thither,  with  a  Guide. 
'  In  the  way  we  were  fet  upon  by  this 

*  Band  of  Robbers ;  they  ftoppM  us, 
'  took  us  off  our  Horfes,  carry'd  us,  our 
^  Boxes,and  all  off  along  with  them,and 
'  brought  us  to  this  Place.  Our  Guide 

*  they  bound,  and  left  behind,  and 
'  now  threaten  us  with  Death,  if  we 

*  attempt  to  leave  them,    Alas !  we 

'  know 
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^  know  not   where   to   fly    to,    thfs^ 
^  Place  is  deftitute  of  all  Inhabitants;; 
^  befides,  fome  of  ourBand  isalwaysi 
^  watching  near  this  Wood  :  we  are; 
^  Strangers  to  this  Country,  have  noi 
'  Friends  here  to  make  inquiry  after' 
^  us ;  we  came  only  to  trade,  whichii 
^  I  often  did,  and  fo  learned  EngUJhy,^ 
'  and  now  defpair  of  ever  feeing  our 
^  native   Land   and    Friends  again.'" 
This  Story  nearly  touched  Mrs. 
LluelH?tg^s  Heart.   '  Find  a  way  for 
^  our   Efcape,  [aid  Jhe^   and  I  will 

*  procure  your  fafe  return  to  France^ 
Here  (he  related  to  them  all  her  own 
Adventures,  at  which  they  feem'd 
aftoniiL'd  ;  but  when  fhe  named  her 
Father  and  Mother,  they  fell  a  weep- 
ing, and  embracing  her  Knees,  de- 
clared that  they  had  been  Servants 
to  her  Grandfather,  the  Governour 
oi Nor7nandy^  the  eldeft  having  been 
many  years  Houfekeeper  to  her  Grand- 
mother, the  Marchionefs  of  Main- 
tern?!.     ^  My  dear  Lady,    (aid  fie^ 

*  what  would  I  refufe  to  do  to  ferve 
^  you?  I  will  fet  you  at  Liberty,  or 

^die 
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^  die  in  the  Attempt/  Here  they 
confulced  what  to  do,  Mrs.  Lhiellmg 
refolving  not  to  ftay  there  all  that 
night,  fearing  the  Men's  return. 
There  was  in  the  Chapel  many  Dif- 
guifes,  with  which  the  Robbers  ufed 
to  conceal  themfelves  ;  of  thefe  they 
chofe  three,  which  were  old  ragged 
Coats,  Shoes,  Hats,  (^c*  being  Beg* 
gars  Habits ;  they  took  Soot  and 
Greafe,  and ,  made  an  odd  kind  of 
Pomatum  to  rub  their  Faces  and 
Hands;  and  thus  accouter'd,with  long 
oaken  Sticks  in  their  Hands,  they 
ventured  into  the  Wood,  leaving  the 
difmal  Dwelling,  empty  of  Human 
Creatures.  They  went  on,  trembling 
at  every  Noife  or  Ruftling  of  the 
Trees,  feeking  a  Path,  but  could  dif- 
cover  none :  they  ftill  went  forward, 
till  they  had  pafsM  through  the  Wood, 
and  then  they  difcover'd  the  open 
Country,  where  they  could  difcern 
nothing  but  dreadful  high  barren 
Mountains,  and  lonely  Valleys,  dan- 
gerous to  pafs :  they  had  no  Food 
with  them,  nor  any  Money,  for  the 

Robbers 
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Robbers  never  left  that  behind  theni^ 
in  that  Place. 

Thus  they  wander'd  over  the  Moun- 
tains till   Night  approached,    weary, 
and  faint   for   want  of  Food ;   and 
when  it  grew  dark,  they  could  go  not 
farther;  back  they  neither  dar'd,  non 
would  return.    ^eli7ida  had  a  Soul 
too  noble  to  fubmit  to  gratify  a  Vil- 
lain's Luft,    '  Come  my  Companions, 

*  faidjloe^  let  us  lie  down  on  the  cold 
^  Earth,  and  trull  that  Providence 
<  that  ftill   preferves  thofe  that  put 

*  their  Confidence  in   it ;  'tis  better 

*  far  to  periQi  here,  than  live  in  In- 

*  famy  and   Mifery  :    'tis  true,    our 

^  Bodies  are  enfeebled  by  the  want  of , 
^  Suftenance,   but  Sleep  will  refrefh 
^  our  tired  Spirits,  and  enable  us  to 

*  profecute  our  Journey;  recommend 
^  yourfelves  to  God,  his  Power 
^  is  all-fuilicient,  and  when  Human 
'  Means  are  wanting,  can  fupply  our 

*  Wants  by  Miracle.'  Here  Ihe  fell 
upon  her  Knees,  and  cry'd,  '  My 
^  God,  encr^afe  my  Faith,  pity  our 
^  Diftrefs,  and  fend  us  Help :  but  if 

'  thou 
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,'  thou  haft  decreed  us  to  die  in  this 
'  Place,  fuppovt  us  under  the  mighty 
*  Tryal,  and  give  us  Grace  to  be  en- 
'  tirely  refigned  to  thy  Willj  and  fend 
^  thy  Angels  to  receive  our  Souls."* 
Her  Companions  remained  filent,  ad- 
miring the  Conftancy  of  ^elindaj 
who  feemed  then  fcarce  fifteen;  they 
laid  down  and  flept  profoundly, Wea- 
rinefs  making  them  reft,  tho  under 
the  moft  racking  Apprehenfions  of 
the  greateft  Dangers.  At  break  of 
day  they  arofe,  but  knew  not  which 
\yay  to  go. 

Thus  they  wander'd  three  Days  and 
Nights  :  the  Evening  of  the  third 
day,  they  difcovered,  at  a  confide- 
rable  diftance,  a  fmall  Town;  but 
nov/,  alas  !  they  were  no  longer  able 
to  ftand.  '  My  merciful  God,  crfd 
'  the  almofl  dying  Belinda,  muft  I 
^  perift]  now,  when  Help  is  fo  near  ? 

*  Why  do  my  fainting  Limbs  refufe 

*  to    bear  me  to  that  Place,   where 
^  Food  is  to  be  had,  and  Drink  .to 

*  quench   my  raging  Thirft,    which 
^  Water  will  no  longer  do  ?   My  cra- 

'  ving 
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'  ving  Stomach  fickens  with  the  cold 
'  Draught,  and  cafts  it  back  again.' 
Here  fhe  fainted,  Lishia  and  Mag- 
dakna^  for  thofe  were  the  Women's 
Names  that  accompany'd  her,  lookM 
ghaftly  upon  her,  and  fell  down  by 
her. 

Thus  the  Almighty  try'd  her  Faith 
and  Patience,  but  defign'd  not  flie, 
who  fled  from  Sin,  fhould  peridi : 
a  She-Goat,  with  a  little  Kid,  at  her 
recovering  from  her  Trance,  ftood 
by  her ;  [he  catch'd  at  it  with  her 
eager  hands,  the  Goat  fled,  but  the 
Kid  fhe  laid  hold  of,  calling  to  her 
Companions  toaffift  her,  and  with  a 
Knife  fhe  had  in  her  Pocket,  fhe 
ftabb'd  it.  They  lick'd  up  the  warm 
Blood,  and  eat  the  raw  Flefli,  more 
joyfully  than  they  wou'd  Dainties  at 
another  time,  fo  fliarp  is  Hunger  ! 
RefrefhM  with  this,  they  flept  that 
night  much  better,  tho  it  was  now- 
pinching  cold,  it  being  the  latter 
end  of  Ociober.  It  fnow'd  hard  to- 
wards morning,  which  fo  benumb'd 
their  Limbs,  that  they  were  not  able 

to 
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to  walk;  and  here  they  fat  eating 
their  firange  Breakfaft  of  raw  Flen^, 
till  it  was  almolt  Noon,  making  many 
vain  Attempts  to  rife  and  walk  :  but 
then  the  Sun  breaking  out,  they  made 
a  fcift  to  creep  along  towards  the 
Town.  But,  alas!  when  they  thought 
they  were  almoft  there,  they  met 
with  the  River  Wie  ;  they  faw  no 
Bridge  or  Boat,  and  it  was  impoffi- 
ble  for  them  to  get  over  it  on  foot: 
they  went  as  far  as  they  were  able 
by  the  River-fide,  ready  to  fink  down 
at  every  ftep;  at  length  they  fat 
down,  and  wept  fadly.  Beli/ida  be- 
lieving herfelf  near  Death,  her  Con- 
rtitution  being  more  tender  and  de- 
licate than  the  Frc7/ch  Women's, 
with  a  weak  Voice  thus  exhorted 
them  :     '  My  Friends,   fays  Jloe^    I 

*  need  not  tell  you  that'  we  are  all 
!;  born  to  part,  and  die;  I  believe  our 
^  time  is  (hort,  and  that  in  few  hours 
'  we  fhall   be  releafed  from  the  Mi- 

*  feries  of  this  Life  :  how  neceffary  is 

*  it  for    us  then,   to  improve   thofe 

*  few  Hours" Providence  gives  us,  to 

F  '  prepare 
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*  prepare  for  Eternity  ?  My  Life  has, 
'  I  thank  God,  been  pafsM  in  Retire- 

*  ment ;  I  have  not  been  expofed  to 

*  the  Temptations  of  the  World,  yet 

*  have  I  not  been  free  from  Errors: 

*  you  have  lived  long,  I  beg  there- 
^  fore  that  you  would  apply   your- 

*  felves  earneftly  to  him  that  muft 
^  condemn,  or  fave  us,  out  of  whofe 

*  mighty  Hand  none  can  deliver  us; 
^  and  remember  that  now  is  the  Mo- 
^  ment,  when  eternal  Happinefs  is  to 
^  be  obtained  or  loft/ 

Here  fhe  cou'd  proceed  no  farther, 
but  fell  back  in  a  Swoon.  At  this 
Inftant  a  poor  Fiflierman  brought  his 
Nets  down  to  dry  them  on  the  Shore; 
and  feeing  three  poor  Men  together, 
two  of  them  weeping  over  him 
that  was  lying  down,  he  drew  near, 
and  overheard  their  Complaints. 
The  Man  fpoke  but  bad  Bj7iglijhy 
but  he  underftood  it  much  better; 
Jie  found  the  Perfon  dying  was  a  Wo- 
man difguifed,  becaufe  they  wrung 
there  Hands,  and  lamented  her,  cry- 
ing,  Our  dear   Lady  is  dead,  what 

fliall 
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fhall  we  do?  The  good  Man  look'd 
about  to  fee  if  his  Boat  was  coming 
in,  which  he  had  left  his  Boy  to 
bring  thither,  which  at  that  Inftant 
brought  it  to  the  Shore;  the  good 
Man  leaped  into  it,  and  took  out 
a  Bottle  of  Brandy,  which  he  quick- 
ly brought,  and  pour'd  fome  of  it 
down  jielindcf'^  Throat,  at  which 
flie  recovered ;  the  two  Women  drank 
likewife.  He  told  them  his  Houfe, 
cho  a  poor  one,  was  but  a  Mile 
farther,  and  invited  them  to  it ;  but, 
alas  I  they  were  not  able  to  walk 
thither:  he  and  his  Boy  were  obli- 
ged to  help  them  into  his  Boat,  in 
which  he  carry'd  them  to  his  Cot- 
tage, where  they  were  kindly  re- 
ceived by  his  Wife,  to  whom  the 
Fiflierman  told  how  he  found  them  ;  ' 
the  good  Woman  warmM  a  Bed, 
and  got  them  into  it,  giving  them 
good  hot  Broth.  And  now  being 
much  refrefhed,  Belinda  told  her 
who  file  was,  and  that  fhe  lived 
at  Swanfey.  '  Alas !  Madam,  faid 
'  the  good  Wonian^  you  are  a  great 
F  2  *  way 
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*  way  from  home,  but  I  will  fend 
'  my  Husband  thither,  to  give  your 

*  Friends  notice.'  '  He  fhall  b  well 
'  rewarded,  fmd  Belinda.'  The  next 
morning  the  Fiflierman  fet  out  for 
Swan  fey  ^  and  Belinda  fell  very  fick  ; 
Jjishia  and  Magdelaine  recovered 
foon,  but  file  remained  fo  weak^ 
that  fhe  could  not  walk.  In  five 
Days  the  FilTierman  reach'd  Mr* 
Lhielling^Sy  whom  we  muft  now 
return  to  fpeak  of. 


C  HAP  . 
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CHAP.    xir. 

R.  luhellmg^  the  Lord 


IVa  3,nd  his  Son,  being  arrived  at 
Swa7zfey^  and  finding  no  News  of 
Belinda,  they  took  all  the  Methods 
poffible  to  find  her  out,  but  in  vain. 
Mr.  Hide  was  fo  weak  that  he  could 
not  accompany  his  Father,  and  Kinf- 
man,  who  rid  out  every  day  in 
fearch  of  ^elifida ;  the  Marquifs, 
who  could  not  part  one  hour  from 
his  dear  Lady,  and  the  lovely  Ifa- 
hella^  kepc  him  company :  her  Charms 
foon  touch'd  his  Soul,  and  he  at 
laft  began  to  imagine,  that  if  ^e- 
Unda  was  found  again,  and  happy, 
he  could  be  fo  with  her  Sifter.  Ifa- 
bella  grew  infenfibly  to  be  fond  of 
him,  her  Virgin  Heart  that  never 
felt  Love'^s  Flame  before,  was  war- 
med, and  every  thing  he  did,  was 
charming  in  her  Eyes  :  he  now  was 
F  3  able 
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able  to  walk  into  the  Garden,  and 
tho  very  weak,  was  well-bred,  obli- 
ging, gay,  and  entertaining.  The 
Marquifs  was  extreme  fond  of  him, 
and  was  pleafed  to  fee  the  growing 
Affedion  betwixt  Mr.  Hide  and  Ija- 
hella\  nothing  was  wanting  but  S^- 
/V/^^iT^'s  Prefence,  to  make  this  Fa- 
mily compleatly  happy :  and  now 
the  fortunate  Moment  came,  they 
fo  much  wifh'd  for ;  the  Fillierman 
arrived,  and  gave  an  account  of  her 
being  at  his  Houfe  with  two  Friends, 
with  the  manner  of  their  coming 
thither:  but,  good  Heavens!  what 
Tranfports  filPd  Mr.  Lhelling^^  and 
her  Mother's  Soul?  It  was  late  at 
night  when  this  News  was  brought, 
and  impofEble  to  travel  by  reafon 
of  the  Snow  and  Darknefs,  yet  it 
was  with  difficulty  that  the  Marquifs 
reftrained  his  Son  from  venturing. 
In  the  morning  they  fet  out  at 
the  break  of  day,  the  Marquifs,  Lord 

' ,  and  Mr.X//^^///>/^^,  in  the  Coach 

and  Six,  with  five  Servants,  and  the 
Fiflierman  well  horfed :  the  old  La- 

dy 

■      .1 
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dy  would  fain  have  gone,    but  her 
Weaknefs  was  fuch,    that  flie,  Mr. 
Hide,  and  Ifahellaj  were  conftrained 
to  ftay  at  home.     In  three  days  Mr. 
Lhielling',   and  the  reft,   arrived  at 
the  Cottage,   where  he  was  blefs'd 
with  the  fight  of  his  dear  ^elmda  ; 
ilie  wa,s  in  bed,  very  weak,  but  when 
Ihe  heard  his  Voice,  Ihe  flatted  up, 
and  when  he  came  to  the  bed-fide, 
threw  her  Arms  about  his  Neck,  and 
both  remained  filent  for  fome  Mo- 
ments, whilft  Tears  of  Joy  ftiew'd 
their  Affeftion :  then  he  recovering, 
faid  a  thoufand  tender  Things,  fuch 
as  fully  exprefsM  his  Fondnefs.  Her 
Father  next  embraced   her,    faying, 
*  See  here,    "Belinda^  your  tranfpor- 
^  ted  Father,  who  never  faw  a  day 
^  like  this!  now  my  God  has  crown- 
'  ed  my  Age  with  Bleffings,  exceed- 
'  ing  Expedation,  and  almoft  Belief. 
^  What  Thanks  are  we    obliged    to 
^  render  oar  Creator,  for  the  mighty 
^  Bleffings  he  has   this  day  beftow'd 
'  upon  us  ?'     She  bow'd,  but  being 
faint,  could  fcarce  reply,  when  Mr. 
F  4  i/^^ 
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'ZjlueUrng'i  looking  tenderly  upon 
her,  faidj  ^  Alasl  my  ^eli^ida,  may 

*  I    hope    that   I   fhall    deep    agaui 

*  within  thofe  Arms  ?  Has  no  vile 
^  Raviflier  ufurped  my  Right,  and 
'  forced  you  to  his  hated  Bed  ? 
^  Has   not   that   lovely    Body    been 

*  polluted  with  his  curs'd  Embraces? 
'  tho  I  believe  your  Mind  ftill  pure, 

*  and   that    your  Soul  IbathM,   and 

*  abhor'd  the  damning  Thought ; 
'  yet  forgive  me,    if   I   tremble    at 

*  the  dreadful  Idea  of  fo  cursM  an 

*  Afl:,  aad  long  to  know  the  Truth.^ 
S^//W^,i  lifting  up  her  Eyes,  look'd 
on  him  with  Difdain  ;  '  Are  you  my 
'  Husband  ?  floe  cry'd-  Do  you  know 
^  me?  and  can  you  believe  me  ca- 
'  pable  of  fo  vile,  fo  bafe  a  Crime, 
^  as   yielding    up  my   Honour  to   a 

*  RaviOier?  No;  I  would  have  pre- 

*  ferM  the  cruelleft  Death  to  Infamy  ; 
'  or  if  by  Force  compelled,  wou'd 
^  ne'er  have  let  the  impious  Villain 
'  live  for   to    repeat   liis  Criaie  ;    or 

*  I  would  have  urged  him  to  de- 
'  ftroy  me,    purfaed    him  with  Re. 

*  proa  dies 
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*  proaches,  till  with  my  Blood  he 
^  fhould  have  bought  his  Peace,  and 
^  walh'd  away    my   Stain:    believe 

*  me,    I  am  innocent  as   when  you 
.'took   me  firft   a    Virgin    to    your 
^  Bed,    and  your  Siifpicions  are  un- 
'kind.'     Here  (he  fainted,    he  held 
her  in  his  Arms,  askM  pardon  for  his 
Rafnnefs,   and    with   fervent    Kifles 
feafd  his  Peace  upon  her   Lips  and 
Hands.     And  now  they  thought  of 
removing  her  to  Swanfey :  tliis  was 
a  Place  not  fit    for  hereto  ftay  in, 
Phyficians,  and  all  Things  wanting, 
could  not  here  be  had.  He  had  for- 
goc    to    bring  Clothes  and    Linnen 
thither,    and    till    CnQ   was    to  rife^ 
took    no    notice    of  hers,    and   her 
Companions    Habits ;   but   when  he 
faw  Lishia  bring  her  Beggar's  Coat, 
and  other  Accoutrements,  he,  and  the 
Marquifs,  and  Lord  — -,  were  much 
furprized,    and    diverted  ;    and     in- 
deed it  was  a  yleafant  Sight  to  fee 
her,  and  her  Female  Attendants,  fo 
drefs'dj  enter  the  Coach, 

F  5  And 
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And  now  nothing  remained  but 
to  reward  the  honeft  Fifherman 
and  his  Wife  ;  Mr.  ZjhelUfig  gave 
them  ttxi  Pieces  of  Gold,  a  Sum 
they  had  never  been  Mafters  of 
before  in  their  whole  Lives  ;  he  told 
them  if  they  would  come  to  Swan- 
fey^  he  would  give  them  a  Houfe  to 
live  in.  They  returned  him  Thanks, 
but  faid  they  had  lived  in  that  Cot- 
tage thirty  odd  Years,  and  had  ra- 
ther continue  there  ;  but  if  he  wouM 
give  their  Boy  Jack  a  new  Fifher- 
boat  againft  he  was  marry^d,  which 
was  to  be  fliortly,  they  fhould  be 
bound  to  pray  for  him  to  their 
Lives  end.  He  agreed  to  their  Re- 
queft,  bidding  the  Fiflierman  come 
to  Swa^zfey-i  and  chufe  fuch  a  one 
as  he  belt  liked,  and  he  would  pay 
for  I'i :  fo  they  parted  thence,  and 
in  three  days  came  in  Safety  to 
Swanfeyy  where  Belinda  was  re- 
ceived with  exceffive  Joy  by  her 
Mother,  and  the  reft.  Ifahella  ad- 
mired her  Sifter's  Beauty,  tho  fome- 

what 
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what  changed  by  Sicknefs,  when  llie 
faw  her  drefs'd  in  her  own  Clothes. 
Habits  were  given  to  the  Women 
her  Attendants,  and  none  but  Mr. 
Hide  feared  to  look  upon  her ;  flie 
turn'd  towards  him  fmiling,  '  My 
^  generous  Lover  and  Friend,  faid 
^  Jhe^  look  not  upon  me  with  fuch 
^  Diforder ;  believe  me,  your  Treat- 

*  ment  of  me  was  fo  generous  and 
'  noble,  that  had  I  not  been  difpo- 

*  fed  of,  nor  known  Mr.  Lluellin^ 
'  before,  I  declare,  Mr.  Hide  fliould 
'  have  had  the  fir  ft  Place  in  my 
^  Eiteem  :  but  here  is  another  to  be 
'  difpofed  of,  my  charming  Sifter, 
^  who  has,  in  my  Eyes,  fuperior 
^  Charms  \  give  her  that  Heart  which 

*  I  muft  now  refufe,  and  make  her 
^  happy.  Speak,  my  dear  Sifter,  [aid 
^  Jloe^  fliall  he  be  heard  ?  and  do  you 

*  not  think  him  worthy  your  Love?' 
Ifahella  bluQi'd,  and  th:.  Marchionefs 
anfwer'd,  '  Her  Father  and  I  ap- 
^  proving  it,  I  dare  anfwer  for  my 
'  dear  Ifahella^    fhe  will   be  guided 

*  by  us.'  Ms.  Hide  made  a  low  Bow. 

*  My 
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^  My  Lord,  faid  he^  ma}/  I  prefume 
'to  hope  fo  great  an  Honour  as 
'  feems  here  defiga'd  me  ?'  ^  You 
'may,  a7ifwcfd  the  ■  Mar  qui fs^  I 
^  fliall  be  proud  to  call  you  Son.' 
From  this  Hour  Mr.  Hide  paid  his 
Addreffes  to  Ifahella^  and  Content 
reigned  in  every  Face,  and  now 
'Beli72da  gave  an  Account  of  all 
that  had  happened  to  her,  from  her 
being  taken  by  the  Robbers,  to  her 
Arrival  at  the  Fifherman's. 

Two  days  after  her  return  home, 
the  two  poor  Servants  that  were 
taken  by  the  Thieves  with  her,  and 
left  lock'd  up  in  a  Room,  when 
Jhe  fled  from  the  ruinous  Houfe 
in  the  Wood,  came  to  Swa?ifeyy 
and  told.  How  having  found  them- 
felves  there  alone,  and  hearing  no- 
body ftir,  or  come  to  relieve  them 
for  two  days  and  a  night,  they  re- 
folved  to  force  their  way  out,  at 
all  Adventures ;  and  fearching  about 
to  find  the  beft  Place  to  make 
their  Efcape  at,  one  of  them  pull'd 
a   great  Stone   out  of  the  Wall,  at 

which 


Madam  de  Beaumount.  131 

which  they  both  crept  out :  they 
faw  nobody,  and  rambled  all  about 
the  Houfe,  and  ruinM  Church  ,  there 
they  found  feveral  Boxes  and  Trunks, 
but  moft  of  them  empty  :  examining 
more  curioufly,  they  found  a  Trap- 
door in  the  Chancel,  which,  lifting 
up,  they  ventured  to  go  into  a 
Vault,  where  was  much  Treafure, 
as  Plate,  Jewels,  Money,  and  Clothes; 
they  took  as  much  as  they  could 
well  carry  in  their  Pockets,  and 
departed,  going  over  the  Mountains 
till  they  thought  they  were  fafe,  and 
there  they  lay  that  night.  The  next 
day,  knowing  the  Country,  they 
went  home  co  their  Mafter,  Mr. 
Hideh  Houfe,  and  from  thence  came 
to  Swanfey^  to  give  him  an  Ac- 
count of  all. 

Upon  this  Information,  and  Mrs. 
Lluclliri^s,  Mr.  Lhelling  refolved 
to  fend  to  the  High-Sheriff,  and 
raife  the  County,  to  apprehend 
this  Gang  of  Thieves ;  but  "Belinda 
entreated  him  to  fpare  the  Captain 
of  the  Robbers. 

Accor- 
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According  to  his  Define,  the  She- 
riff gave  OrderSj  and  Mr.  Lhelli^ig 
heading  the  Hue-and-Cry,  Mr.^/V//'s 
Servants  guiding  them,  they  vi^ent 
direftly  to  the  Wood,  where  they 
apprehended  two  of  the  meaneft  of 
the  Crew,  that  is,  two  real  Thieves ; 
who  informed  them,  that  the  whole 
Band  returning  thither  two  days 
after  ^eU7idd's  Efcape  thence,  and 
finding  the  two  Women,  and  Mr. 
Hidis  two  Servants  gone,  they  fea- 
red being  difcovered,  and  had  there- 
fore changed  their  Lodgings,  and 
retired  to  a  Place  more  fecret,  and 
almoft  impoflible  to  be  difcovered, 
taking  part  of  their  Treafure  with 
them,  and  were  refolved  to  go  off  to 
Sea,  if  they  were  too  clofely  pur- 
fued  to  live  longer  there  ;  and  had 
left  them  behind  to  give  Intelligence. 
They  faid  moreover,  That  they  had 
look'd  narrowly  upon  moft  of  the 
Mountains  for  "Belinda  and  the  Wo- 
men, and  miffing  them,  hoped  they 
had  periflied  in  (bme  of  the  difmal 
Valleys,  or  tumbled  down  from  fome 

Preci- 
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Precipice,  and  kiird  themfelves. 
'  Our  Captain,  indeed,  [aid  Ofze  of 
'  the7ny  is  a  brave  Gentlenian,  and 
'  ftorm'd  dreadfully  at  us,  faying, 
^  he  would  give  his  Life  willingly 
^  to  fave  the  Lady,  and  that  if  we 

*  did  not  find,  and  bring  her  fafe 
^  back,  he  would  kill  us :  which  we 

*  little  regarded  ;  for  tho  we  let  him 

*  at  prefent  head  us,   and  command, 

*  'tis  only  becaufe  he  is  boldeft,  and 
^  will  venture  where  we  don't  care 
'  to  go:  but  fhould  we  be  taken 
^  and  imprifon'd,  we  fliould  not  fcru- 

*  pie  to  hang  him,  or  any  of  his 
^  Friends,   to  lave  ourfelves.'    '  Vil- 

*  iains  that  you  are,  crfdMr^lAxX' 
'  elling,  if  poflible,  I  will  fave  him, 
'  and  hang  you.'  They  were  pi- 
nion'd,  and  the  Houfe  and  Church 
fearched  narrowly,  where  fome  Plate 
and  Clothes  were  found,  and  after- 
wards put  into  the  Sheriff's  Hands, 
to  be  reftored  to  the  Owners,  upon 
publick  Notice  given,  and  their 
appearing  ;  and  after  much  fearch, 
being  able  to  difcover  no  more  of 

the 
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the  Thieves,  Mr.  Lluellifig  difmifs'd 
the  Adiftancs,  and  returned  home, 
the  two  Thieves  being  lirR  lodged 
in  the  County  Goal.  Some  days  af- 
ter, a  Man  brought  a  Letter,  di- 
refted  to  the  Fre?ich  Marquifs,  Monr 
fieur  de  Mai7ite7t07i\  he  gave  it  to 
one  of  the  Servants,  and  departed: 
the  Marquifs  open'd  it  before  the 
Family,  and  read  the  Contents,  which 
were  as  follows 


My  Lord, 

IT^  is  with  the  titf/ioji  Co7ifuJion 
I  inform  your  Ltordjloip-^  that  I 
am  the  tmfortunate  Sir  C;  O.  hiow7i 
here  C7ily  as  Captain  of  a  'Ba7id  of 
Rohhers^  amo7igfi  ^ipjhom  are  Mr,  ^. 
B.  Sir  A.  D.  ^the  two  A— rs,  a72d 
two  Ge7itle77ien  fiiorej  imknown  to 
you.  I  am  perfe^ly  fefifiUe  of  the 
Da7iger  a?2d  Sififiihiefs  of  this 
wretched  Courfe  of  Life  I  at  pre- 
fe7zt  follow  J  a?id  would  gladly  leaz^c 
it  for  a7iy  ho7ieJi  way  of  getting 

Bread. 
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Hread*  I  throw  myfelf  at  your 
Feet^  to  implore  your  Tity  a?id  Par- 
don for  the  Rndenefs  I  offer'' d  Be- 
linda, which  I  heartily  repefit  of. 
I  hiew  your  Generofity  and  Good- 
nefsy  and  refolve  to  fut  my  Life  in- 
to  your  Hands -i  hy  co7uing  to  you ; 
a7id  if  you  think  me  worthy  to  live-, 
difpofe  of  me  as  you  pleafe^  I  will 
follow  you  into  France,  a?id  draw 
my  Sword  no  more^  hut  for  yoiirs^ 
and  my  Majicfs  Serz'ice :  zf  you^ 
condemn  me  to  T>eath,  fend  me  to 
a  Trifon^  and  you  will  take  away 
a  Juife-i  thaty  whilji  I  continue  in 
Sin^  7nuft  he  hiirdenfome  to 

Your  Devoted  Friend, 

and  Old  Acquaintance, 

c.  o. 


CHAP. 
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'T'^^HE  Aiarquifs  was  much  far^ 
J^  prized  at  reading  this  Letter, 
knowing  the  Gentleman  very  well : 
he  ask'd  Mr.  Lhelling^  his  Lady, 
and  Lord-—  Advice ;  they  all  agreed 
that  they  would,  if  poflible,  fave 
him  and  the  reft.  The  next  day 
the  Captain  of  the  Robbers  came, 
and  yiv.Hide  embraced  him,  and  fo 
did  the  Marquifs,  Mr.  Juhielling^  and 

L ;    they  had  the  Diverfion  of 

his  relating  to  them  all  his  dange- 
rous and  bold  Adventures:  he  lay 
there  that  night,  next  morning  Mr, 
hhielling  went  to  the  Port,  and  hi- 
red a  Veffel  to  carry  him  and  his 
Companions  to  Spain^  the  Marquifs 
giving  him  Letters  of  Recommenda- 
tion to  fome  Great  Men  there,  who 
were  his  Friends,  He  made  him 
deliver    up  all  the  Things  of  value^ 

he 


Madam  de  Beaumount.  139 

he  had  left  in  his  Hands,  of  his 
Robberies,  and  part  of  Mr.  Lluel' 
li7ig\  Money,  and  gave  him  Bills 
for  a  handfome  Sum  of  Money  to 
fupport  him  and  his  Friends,  till 
they  could  be  provided  for  in  the 
Army,  which  they  defired  to  be  re- 
ceived into:  this  the  Marquifs  gene- 
roully  gave  out  of  his  own  Pocket, 
with  fome  Gold  for  their  prefent 
Occafion,  till  they  came  to  jBarce- 
lona^  the  Bill  being  drawn  on  a  Mer- 
chant there,  with  whom  he  held  a 
Correfpondence. 

The  reft  of  the  unfortunate  Gen- 
tlemen, who,  by  their  Captain's  Ad- 
vice, were  all  near  at  hand,  went 
aboard  the  VefTel,  to  which  the  Mar- 
quifs, M^.  Lluelling^  L ^,  and  Mr. 

Hide^  went  with  the  Captain,  and 
there  they  fupp'd  merrily,  and  parted; 

the  Marquifs,   and  his  Son,    L , 

and  Mr.  Hidcj  returning  home.  Next 
morning  the  Ship  failed  with  a  fair 
Wind,  and  Jf^ cs-w2iS  delivered  from 
a  Band  of  Gentlemen  Thieves,    and 

the 
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the    unfortunate    Gentlemen     from 
hanging. 

And  now  nothing  remain^  to  corn- 
pleat  this  Family's  Feiicity,  but  Ifa- 
hclki*s  Marriage  with  Mr.  Htde^ 
which  in  fome  days  after  was  con- 
fuLT.mated;  this  Wedding  v/as  very 
fplendid,  aHforts  of  innocent  Diver- 
fion,  as  Dancing,  Feaiting,  and  mu- 
fical  EntertainmeatSj  compleated  the 
FePcival.  The  Country-People  had 
their  Ihare  in  it,  and  much  pleafed 
the  Ladies  with  their  odd  Dancing 
and  Songs  :  the  Weljli  Harpers  came 
from  all  parts  of  the  Country,  blind 
and  lame,  and  the  Halls  echo'd 
with  the  trembling  Harps.  The 
Marquifs,  who  had  heard  the  raoft 
harmonious  Concerts  of  Mufick  in 
'Ko7ue  and  France-^  confefs'd  he  had 
heard  nothing  more  diverting,  or 
feen  an  Entertainment  where  there 
was  lefs  Expence,  or  more  true 
Mirth;  faying,  ^  Were  the  Jf^^  Lan- 
'  guage  as  agreeable  and  mufical  as 
^  their  Harps,  I  fnould  love  to  hear 
'  them  talk,  and  prefer  it  to  French? 

The 
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The  Marquifs  and  his  Lady  refol- 
ved  to  continue  here  till  Mrs.  L/u- 
dlmg  was  brought  to  bed,  which 
flie  was  in  the  March  following,  on 
the  17th  of  which,  flie  was  happily 
delivered  of  a  Son.  After  (lie  was  up 
again,  the  Marquiis  thought  of  re- 
turning to  Fra?ice  with  his  Lady, 
but  defired  he  might  have  his  lit- 
tle Grandfoa  and  Jiis  Nurfe  with 
him  ;  the  L—  and  Mr.  Hide  like- 
wife  refolving  to  go  with  him,  and 
fettle  there,  fold  their  Eftates.  Mr. 
•UueUing  and  Belinda  offer 'd  to  ac- 
company their  Father  and  Mother, 
and  fpend  the  Summer  in  Nor?nan' 
dy-  And  now  it  being  the  Year 
17 1 8,  on  the  2d  of  May  they  went 
aboard  a  Ship  they  had  hired  to  car- 
ry them,  and  arrived  fafe  on  the  9th, 
in  the  Evening,  at  St,  Malo'sj  from 
whence  they  fet  out  for  Coutance^ 
and  in  few  Days  arrived  at  the  Mar- 
quifs's  Seat,  where  they  were  enter- 
tainM  nobly.  The  two  French  Wo- 
men, Lishia  and  Magdelainej  went 
joyfully  to    their   Home,  returning 

many 
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many  Thanks  to  the  Marquifs  and 
Ladies.  Mr.  JLhielling  and  his  Lady, 
found  France  fo  charming,  that  they 
continue  there. 

Thus  Providence  does,  with  un- 
expeded  Accidents,  try  Men's  Faith, 
fruftrate  their  Defigns,  and  lead 
them  thro  a  Series  of  Misfortunes, 
to  manifeft  its  Power  in  their  De- 
liverance; confounding  the  Atheift, 
and  convincing  the  Libertine,  that 
there  is  a  juft  God,  who  rewards 
Virtue,  and  does  punifli  Vice :  fo 
wonderful  are  the  Ways  of  God,  fo 
boundlefs  is  his  Power,  that  none 
ought  to  defpair  that  believe  in 
him.  You  fee  he  can  give  Food 
upon  the  barren  Mountain,  and  pre- 
vent the  bold  Ravifher  from  ac- 
complidiing  his  wicked  Defign :  the 
virtuous  "Bel'mda  was  fafe  in  the 
hands  of  a  Man  who  was  defperate- 
]y  in  love  with  her,  and  whofe  de- 
fperate  Circumftance  made  him  dare, 
to  do  almoft  any  thmg  ;  but  Virtue 
was  her  Armour,  and  Providence^ 
her  Defender:   thefe  Tryals  did  but; 
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improve  her  Vertues,    and  encreafe 
her  Faith. 

Such  Hiflocies  as  thefe  ought  to 
be  publifh'd  in  this  Age  above  all 
others,  and  if  we  would  be  like  the 
worthy  Perfons  whofe  Story  we  have 
here  read,  happy  and  blefsM  with 
all  Human  Felicity  ;  let  us  imitate 
their  Virtues,  fmce  that  is  the  only 
way  to  make  us  dear  to  God  and 
Man,  and  the  moft  certain  and  no- 
ble Method  to  perpetuate  our  Names^ 
and  render  our  Memories  immortal^ 
and  our  Souls  eternally  happy. 


FINIS. 


2i0  0KS  Triuted  for  E.  Bell,  J. 
Darby,  A.  Bettefworth,  F.  Fay. 
ram,  J.  Pemberton,  J.  Hooke, 
C.  Rivingcon,  -F.  Clay,  J.  Batley, 
and  E.  Symon. 

TH  E  Dodrine  of  Morality,  or  a  View  . 
of  Human  Life,  according  to  the 
Stoick  Phiiofophy.  Exemplify "d  in  a  hun- 
dred and  three  Copper-Plates.  Done  by 
the  celebrated  Monfieur  Daret^  Engraver 
to  the  late  French  King.  With  an  Expla- 
nation of  each  Plate,  written  originally  in 
French ,  by  Moniieur  De  Gomhervilk^  for 
the  Ufe  of  the  faid  Prince.  Trandated 
into  Englifl),  by  T!  M  Gihbs,  late  of  Hart-  - 
Hall^  Oxon. 

The  ftrange  Adventures  cf  tli€  Countf 
De  Vinevil  and  his  Family.  Being  an  Ac- 
count ot  what  happened  to  them  whilil 
they  refided  at  Conftantinople.  And  of  Ma- 
damoifelle  "v^rJ^///^,  his  Daughter's  being 
fhipwreck'd-  on  th^  uninhabited  Illand 
Delos,  ill  her  Return  to  France^  with  Vio- 
letta  a  Venetian  Lady,  the  Captain  of  the 
Ship,  a'Prieft,  and  five  Sailors.  The  Man- 
ner of  their  living  there,  and  flrange  De- 
liverance by  the  Arrival  of  a  Ship  com- 
manded by  Violettas  Father.  Ardelifas 
Entertainment  at  Venice^  and  fafe  Return 
to  France, 


